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CONFERENCE 


National Convention Rejects 
Arms Policy 


SPECIAL resolution regretting “the acquiescence of the 
Parliamentary Opposition” in the Government's “‘rearmament” 
policy, “as indicated by the recent manifesto of the National 
Council of Labour,” was the feature which distinguished the national 
pacifist convention held in the Central Hall, London, on Saturday, 
from the area conventions previously held in Birmingham and 


Manchester. 


This manifesto has already received the endorsement of the 
Trade Union Congress and will be submitted to the Labour Party 


Conference which opens in Bournemouth next Saturday. 


It will 


be significant to see how far opposition to the Labour manifesto, 
the existence and strength of which was shown by the pacifist 
convention, is voiced at the Bournemouth conference. 


The Christian Pacifist Party on Saturday once again put the case for a 
separate political party; once again it was unsuccessful in obtaining the 
support of the convention, although sympathizers were sufficiently numerous 
to warrant the chairman's calling for a count when the vote was taken. 


Demand for Constructive Policy 


By PEACE NEWS Reporters 


EETING at a moment which, as 
M George Lansbury (the chair- 
man) said, was “not very pro- 

pitious for the advocacy of our view,” 
1,600 people from all parts of the 
country — 1,100 of them delegates from 
various organizations—attended the conven- 
tion, which was the largest and most 
representative of those yet held by the Par- 
liamentary Pacifist Group, and twice as big 
as that which formed the Council of Action 
in the same hall in 1935. The Peace Pledge 
Union had the largest single representation. 
Moving the usual war-renunciation resolu- 
tion, Canon Morris said policies were now 
being formed which would decide whether 


International. 


H. RUNHAM BROWN, 
Secretary, War Resisters’ 


we were going to have another war or 
not. So that “if we register our refusal 


to take part in war, then foreign 
policies will have to take a new shape.” 


PACIFISTS AND LABOUR 


The “emergency” resolution regret- 
ting the latest official Labour pro- 
nouncement, referred to above, was 
then moved by Mr. Lansbury. 

“We do not in any light-hearted 
manner set ourselves in opposition to 
colleagues with whom we are on terms 
of friendship,” he said. 

“But facts are very stubborn 
things. The whole world appears 
to be rapidly drifting toward 
universal war. 

“But we pacifists are not on the de- 
It is not the practice of love, 
and service which has 
the world to its present 


position. It is force, the cold, cynical 
use of every means to destroy, which 
has so far wrecked all chance of peace 
in the world. 

“From personal knowledge gained in 
Rome and Washington, Paris and 
London, Belgitun and Scandinavia, and 
in’ conversation with Chinese and 
Japanese, I can say that every leading 
Statesman agrees it is not possible to 
abolish war by war, under whatever 
guise or authority. 

The fact that, nevertheless, they 
all continued this policy showed “that 
we are living in a period when the 
affairs of mankind have been brought 
under the control of men who are 
stricken with so dreadful a palsy of 
fear as to be unable to understand the 
absurd futility of their own muddled 
reasonings. 

“We regret more than we can ex- 


PACIFIST LEAD TO LABOUR) “7“e Times” 


Repairs An 


Omission 


STATEMENT on behalf of Mrs. 

Grace Crozier, regarding the 
obituary notice of the late Brig.- 
Gen. F. P. Crozier whith appeared 
in The Times on September 1, was 
published in that newspaper last 
week. 

The account given of his career (said the 
statement), while excellent in many respects, 
and appreciated by Mrs. Crozier, is imper- 
fect in some details, but unfortunately it is 
misleading and unjust in at least two im- 
portant matters. 

1. The General resigned as Commandant 
of the Auxiliary Division of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary and left the army because he 
insisted, against instructions received, in 
punishing looting by British soldiers, but 
mainly because he could not condone the 
deliberate murders of Irishmen by Irishmen 
instigated, as he considered, by Government 
emissaries to justify what were called the 
“Black and Tan operations” in Ireland. In 
resigning, he forfeited his army pension. 

2. General Crozier was not a professional 
lecturer and writer for the League of Nations. 
He was a strong opponent of the League of 
Nations, but, which is a very different matter, 
he was an ardent supporter and voluntary 
worker on behalf of the Peace Pledge Union. 


It is significant that some days after 
the appearance of the full obituary 
notice (which is the one referred to in 
the above statement), The Times pub- 
lished a tribute from its military corres- 
pondent which referred in generous 
terms to the late General Crozier’s 
work for pacifism. 

EEE ee Sar 
press in words the fact that the 
National Council of Labour has deter- 

nined to ask the whole British Labour 
movement to support this terrible 
policy of peace through the force of 
armaments. We recognize and ap- 
preciate the fact that the Council 
and the Trade Union Congress ac- 
knowledge that better methods are 
also needed to ensure ‘peace’ but 
these excellent proposals, so far as 
they go, are entirely vitiated by the 
resolution to support the armament 
policy of the Government.” 


A NEW PARTY 

An amendment to the resolution, put 
forward by the Christian Pacifist Party, 
asked the convention to call “for the 
formation of a new political party to 
apply the principles of pacifism.” 

“There is very little hope,” said 
Gordon E. Turner, who proposed the 
amendment, “of  pacifism'’s being 
effective by seeking to work through 
existing political parties. It is our duty 
to go to the people direct. 

“If we fail to take the necessary 
steps to secure parliamentary re- 
presentation we shall justly lay our- 
selves open to the charge of not 
having the courage of our con- 
victions. 

“It is fundamentally undemocratic 
to expect a government which has no 
mandate from the country to pursue a 
policy of total and, if necessary, 
unilateral disarmament, and termina- 
tion of treaties and commitments 
with other Powers which might lead to 
military action.” 

The importance of the time factor 


J. THEODORE HARRIS, 
Secretary, Production for Use League. 


was emphasized by W. L. Williams, 
who pointed out that even if it were 
possible to convert the Labour 
Party, which would take years, it 
would still be necessary to go back 
to the ordinary non-political “man- 
in-the-street.” 

The original motion, however, was 
carried. 


WORLD CONFERENCE 


“If there is a war, the people who 
are left will be obliged to meet’round 
a table afterward; why not meet round 
a table now?” asked Dr. Alfred 
Salter, M.P., who moved the resolu- 
tion calling for a world conference. 
The kind of preparation needed was 
indicated when he said the 1932 world 
conference had failed because neither 
Great Britain nor the U.S.A. was pre- 
pared to make a single concession or 
sacrifice. 


LEAGUE REFORM 


“That our case as constructive paci- 
fists is now widely sustained in respect 
of the future of the League of Nations” 
was claimed by Henry Carter in 
moving the resolution on strengthening 
the League. The fact, he said, was in- 
dicated by the notable declaration by 
The Times, last week, following a long 
correspondence in its columns started 
by those who believe the League 
should be solely a peace-making 
organization, that 

“it has been valued too much as a 
league of coercion and prevention, 
too little as a league of conciliation,” 
and that- “the preservation, rather 
than the creation, of order and peace 
has had a pre-eminent place in its 
councils.” 

Mr. Carter added: “We claim that 
the League should be transformed into 
a world organization to promote peace 
and to advance the standard of life of 
all peoples.” This would involve 

“economic appeasement”; 
the continuous expansion of the 
work of the International Labour 

Office; and 

“planned world production and 
supply in the interests of all 
peoples.” 

The rousing welcome given to Miss 
Rose Simpson, who seconded, indi- 
cated the satisfaction of this large and 
representative body that she is succeed- 
ing Mrs. Eleanor Barton not only as 
secretary of the Women's Cooperative 
Guild but as a speaker on the pacifist 
platform. 

Her declaration that “a world at 
peace means a cooperative way of 
life’ subsequently drew from Theo- 
dore Harris the challenge as to how 
far individuals there were acting on 
this principle by buying cooperative- 
made goods. The resolution was 
carried. 


PRACTICAL POLITICS 


Though recognizing that many view 
the possibility of disarmament as hope- 
less, Lord Arnold felt able to move 
the next resolution, dealing with this 
subject and with military commitments, 
as a practical politician. If we dis- 
armed by example no country could 

(Continued on page.t1, col. 2) 


PEACE 


This Pacifist died in 1914 


NEWS 


WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM 


onward there have been 

many notable figures who 
have devoted themselves to the 
cause of peace in different ways— 
too many to be enumerated. 


They have come to the front in 
several countries; some have been 
parliamentarians and some _ private 
individuals in addition to the whole 
Society of Friends who, on_ all! 
occasions have set their face against 
the idea of attempting to settle the 
disputes between nations by means of 
violence. 

Quotations from their writings and 
speeches would make a fine pacifist 
anthology. None of them was 
popular in the common sense of 
the word; but all of them had in 
varying degrees, a following of 
men and women who had un- 
questionable confidence in their 
doctrine. Some were _ religious 
leaders, others based their case on 
other grounds. Some emerged just 
before or during a war, and others 
worked in peace time in order to pre- 
vent another catastrophe. 

[ doubt whether anyone of them 
exercised more influence by _ her 
writings and untiring activities than 
Baroness von Suttner whose life was 
written not long ago by Miss Caroline 
Playne in a book (Allen & Unwin, 
8s. 6d.), which deserved more pub- 
licity than it received, because it gives 
in very readable form the outline of 
the life of a woman whose words im- 
pressed all! classes not only in her own 


“ARMS BREED WAR" 


Join the Fight Against 
“ Rearmament”’ 


From Our Own Correspondent 


| Ee the time of Grotius 


6C°T'HERE have been over three 

thousand wars in the history of 
the world, yet none of them has ever 
settled- anything,” said Alderman J. 
Toole, Lord Mayor of Manchester, at 
a Citizens’ Peace Meeting, sponsored 
by the League of Nations Union, at 
Chester on Sunday. 

Deprecating the promises held out 
under the new recruiting «chemes, he 
remarked that there was no romance 
in war or the army. 

He informed the meeting with bitter 
irony of the number of pairs of boots | 
he had worn out serving the air force, 
that most “romantic” of the services. 
And when it came to action, well, there 
was no romance in standing up to your 
neck in water in a trench. 

The Lord Mayor called for 
more support from the com- 
munity in the fight against world- 
wide rearmament. “Arms breed 
war!” he exclaimed. 

A mere belief in the need for peace 
was no use. Any person with brains 
could see that need. “But the world 


has all the brains it needs. What we 
need are not brains, but hearts.” 

At a moment when the nations were 
spending £57,000 a minute on arma- 
ments the desire in the hearts of the 
peoples for peace, and the enforcement 
of that desire, was our hope of sanity. 


HER WORK? 


asks 


Lord Ponsonby | 


country but throughout Europe and 
the United States. 


+ 


ARONESS VON SUTTNER 
was the authoress of the novel 


called Lay down your arms (Die 
Waffen Nieder). It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that the book 


created a greater sensation than any 
other pacifist book that has been 
written. 

It was published not without some 


difficulty at the end of 1889. It was 
translated into at least eight 
languages; the twelfth edition was 


reached by 1895 and a cheaper popu- 
lar edition was circulated in very 
darge numbers. Its publication made 
a great sensation and it was com- 
mented on by people in high positions 
and reviewed by the Press of the 
world. 

In the Austrian 
Finance Minister said: 

“A book has recently appeared, 

Die Waffen Nieder. 1 can only ad- 

vise you, gentlemen, to devote a 

few hours to reading this novel; 

whosoever after doing this favours 
war—well! I can only pity them.” 

From then on the authoress was 
brought into close contact with all 
peace organizations, both national 
and international. 

Another book from her pen, The 
Age of Machines, was a collection of 
essays criticizing the tendencies which 
might lead to war, and there were 
philosophical books which had a 
more restricted circulation. 

But it was not only her writings 
but her attendance at meetings, her 
speeches, her close watching of 
events, her comments, and her advice, 
which made her into a very prom- 
inent champion of the peace move- 
ment while she lived. 
~~. 

ERTHA VON SUTTNER was 

the daughter of a_ Field- 
Marshall, Count Kinsky, and was 
born at Prague in 1843 and brought 
up in military and aristocratic sur- 
roundings. 

While the war between Germany 
and Austria raged during 1866 she, 


Reichsrat the 


| like those around her, simply regarded 


it as inevitable. In 1876 she eloped 
with Arthur von Suttner and as the 
marriage ,.was disapproved of they 
lived at first in very straitened cir- 
cumstances. 

In 1878 she began writing articles 
for the Neue Freie Presse and this 
led to the production of novels and 
other books. Gradually she came to 
learn of peace movements and the 
idea of substituting justice for force 
of arms arrested her serious atten- 
tion. 

She wrote The Age of Machines 
anonymously. It aroused much 
speculation and was at first attributed 
to Max Nordan. 

During one of the discussions at 
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; the first Hague Conference, the Con- 
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which the authoress was present, she 
said “I really must get this book” om 
which someone called out “Oh! it !S 
not the sort of book for ladies.” 


Miss Playne records Frau von iy 
Suttner’s great activities in connex102 NE\ 
with the conferences, the hopés 


raised by the Tsar's Rescript in 1898, 


gress of Peace in London in 1908 
under Lord Courtenay’s chairman- 
ship when a deputation was received 
by the King and Queen. She spoké 
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From Our Special Correspondent 


CASTELLON-DE-LA-PLANA. 


THE anonymous writer of a long article in Heraldo de Castellon 
sets forth to prove that modern war is changing its character in 


UNsuspected ways: that it is levied 


in the first instance not by patriots 


Or volunteers, soldiers of fortune or adventurers, but by a new sub-race which 
has recently come into being and which he terms “technicians of death.” 
He claims that they have no nationality and do not react to any of the 


familiar stimuli such as defence of a. 


Principle, a treaty or a country, greed 
of gain or love of conquest, but are 
Purely servants of destiny, automata— 
Not fighting men—assembled from all 
Parts of the earth, emissaries of death, 
born, framed, and trained to destroy 
Without truth. 


WAR ALIVE 


From this he deduces that those who 
Seek to remain neutral in such a “war 
Of intervention” as the Spanish struggle 
are but helping to give war an autono- 
Mous existence and thus bringing into 

€ing a new and terrible power. And 

then this writer, who probably knows 
but little of Gandhi's methods and has 
Never heard of Richard Gregg, 
demolishes his own argument in a few 
lluminating words. 


“The slaughter of non-combat- 
ants,” he writes, “is not sufficient 
Rutriment for war. It must neéds 
*ncounter armed resistance, vigor- 
Sus as itself, to give it support and 
Supply it with its very means of 
€xistence. And that resistance must 
ome from without.” 

If the journalist and his readers 
teally grasp the inner significance of 
that Statement, there is some hope for 


€ cult of non-violence even in a land 
Onvulsed by civil war. 


~ 


Peace Problems in 
Pictures 


Mlustrated lectures entitled Abolish 
€ Menace of Air Warfare, The Peace 


k. Leaders achine, and The Shrinking World, 
conference 4 Ich give a vivid presentation of 
sry well, ul sTious peace problems, are obtainable 
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Foreign News Page 


A GREAT CHANGE WE CAN 
CARRY OUT 


‘6 ABILITY to change in the face of great danger to the species is 
an inherent evolutionary quality in man. Hence, to make this 


great change now is possible, because it is consistent with his whole 


evolutionary history and character.” 


So says Richard B. Gregg (author of The Power of Non-Violence) in an 
article assessing the possibilities of the development of non-violence, published 


S. African Native Wins Prize for 
Essay on Race Relations 


AN essay by Wycliffe Mlungisi 

Tsotsi, B.A., an African native, 
won the first prize of $300 in the 
Fifth International Competition 
arranged by the New History 
Society of New York. 

Mr. Tsotsi’s essay answered the 
question “How Can Youth Develop 
Cooperative and Harmonious Rela- 
tions Among the Races of the Earth?” 
and in it he deplored the recent rise of 
racialism which, “while it contains all 
the evils of nationalism, has none of its 
redeeming features.” Nationalism was, 
potentially, “the stepping-stone to in- 
ternationalism.” 

Of particular interest were his sug- 
gestions for harmonizing racial rela- 
tions, points from which are given 
below : — 

“1. We must convince public 
opinion that there is no inherent 
difference between the various 
classes of humanity. Noticeable 
differences are largely environmental, 
not biological. The world must learn 
to appreciate the similarities and not to 
exaggerate the dissimilarities of the 
human kind. 

“2, We must divorce the racial 
element from economics. Public 
opinion must be moulded to abhor 


GERMAN EX -SOLDIER GREETS 
FORMER ENEMY 


From a Correspondent 


In March, 1918, Thomas Henry 
Beetham, of 4 Kingsway, Ladybalk, 
Pontefract, was captured by the Ger- 
mans while serving on the Western 
Front with the Royal Field Artillery. 
For the rest of the War he was 
interned. 

Now, more than twenty years 
after, Mr. Beetham has received a 
postcard from Germany, from 
Hans Jose Michael, stating that 
the writer has discovered Bee- 
tham’s diary in a _ bookcase 
belonging to the writer’s father, 
who also served during the War. 
Michael says that if Mr, Beetham 

will write to him, he will return the 
diary with pleasure. He also sends 
affectionate greetings from his father. 


To Investigate in Bilbao 


The Basque Children’s Committee 
was last week reported to be planning 
to send a small delegation to investi- 
gate conditions in Bilbao, with a view 
to possible repatriation of individual 
children. 

It was emphasized that there was no 
question of mass repatriation. 


Many |; 


any legislation which gives an econo- 
mic bias to one racial group. The 
distribution of the products of 
industry must be delegated to an 
international cooperative organi- 
zation, the watchword of which 
will be ‘Each according to his 
ability; to each according to his 
needs.’ 

“3. The principle of political 
equality for all races must be estab- 
lished. Citizenship must be deter- 
mined not by colour, but by education 
and ability. 

“4. A revolutionary reconstruction 
of the social relations between white 
and coloured will be necessary. All 
social barriers must be nullified. 
Theories which preach racial purity 
merely on sentimental grounds must be 
exploded. 

“5. All forces which tend to per- 
petuate a racial psychology must be 
eliminated. 

“6. More use than heretofore might 
be made of the institutions with the 
principles of which racialism is at 
variance” (religion, universities and 
colleges, and inter-racial committees). 

“Youth will have to be bold and ven- 
turesome,” he declares, “not in war 
this time, but in the adventures of paci- 
fying the world, which has an infinite 
store of fascinations and allurements.” 


in the current number of Fellowship, 
journal of the American Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, 

“Science and_ technology ‘ have 
speeded up social change faster than 
ever before,’ he writes. “As we 
are creatures of habit, and in the 
mass slow to adopt new concepts 
and ways, this acceleration of social 
processes means conflict between old 
and new, conservatives and progres- 
sives, greater than ever before.” 

He points out how this development 
in methods of warfare has resulted in 
“an intense, deep, prolonged, and very 
widespread need for a better way of 
settling human conflicts,” and sees 
hope in the fact that “there are 
developments which supplement the 
idea of non-violent resistance and help 
to make possible its mass application. 


CONTROL 
OF OURSELVES 


“We have learned much about 
organization and methods of training 
and discipline. The art of building up 
morale among large numbers of people 
has developed much in recent years. 

“Psychology is on its way to 
becoming a science, so that we are 
approaching a time when we may 
learn how to control our inner 
forces somewhat as science has 
enabled us to begin to control the 
exterior forces of nature.... 

“We have the opportunity. That 
being so, there is no place for despair. 
Let us accept the responsibility gladly 
and go forward with all our energy.” 


WHY YOU NEED Beare #Melus 


66 JUST where the penny paper could 


help, it lets Jack and Jill down. War 


news and war news and war news, it forms its meat and drink and the 
breath o° life; but news of the Peace Front is to be found there like angels’ 


visits, few and far between.” 


There is the case for the existence of 
PEACE NEWS (except that, unfor- 
tunately, we can’t make it a penny 
paper) unconsciously put by an Indian 
writer in the current number of New 
History (published monthly by The 
New History Foundation of New 
York). 


“A strange perversion of poetic or 
penny paper justice this, when you 
come to think of it!” he continues. 
“For in point of fact, at the Peace 
Front, as contrasted with the War 
Front, the theatre may change or 
may not change, the drama must 
needs change with every change of 
season. 


“While the scene shifts only once in 
a while from New York to Oxford, 
from Oxford to Manchester, from 
Manchester to London, and _ thence 
back again across the seas to New 
York, the play is always new, always 
fresh. Now it is the Green Inter- 
national, now it is the Peace Pledge 
Union... .” 


On this page each week we give you 
ust that picture of the ever-changing 


of the parents are dead and others are| drama of the Peace Front which the 


scattered in other parts of Spain. 


ordinary penny paper doesn’t give. 


Mass Drill 
Condemned 


“I do not want to see anywhere in 
the Empire the spectacle of 10,000 
children doing the same thing at 
the word of command. ... We do 
not want mass physical education in 
ignorance, we want physical education 
of the mass by the development of the 
individual.” 


This condemnation of mass drill was 
made in a speech delivered by Dr. 
Cyril Norwood in New Zealand re- 
cently, where he has been attending 
the New Educational Fellowship Con- 
ference. 

“The practical application of these 
words to our school life,” said the New 
Zealand Peace Record, “would cut out 


military drill in our secondary schools 
at one sweep.” . 
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War Has Changed Its Character-Man Must Change His Methods 


“NEW SUB-RACE” OF FIGHTERS 
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Headquarters’ Notes| The Notice Board 


and Comments 


By NIGEL SPOTTISWOODE 
96 Regent Street, W.1. 


ACK from my holiday in the 
wilderness, I find the office seeth- 
ing with activity. It takes a few days 
to get into the swing of things, and I 
spent my first evening in town hastily 
reading through the newspapers to see 
how the world had been getting on in 
my absence. Franc falling like a 
bomb on Shanghai, torpedo fired at 
British destroyer, pirates’ match (Ist 
XI v Old Boys—kick-off at Nyon, 
September 10), Cabinet Ministers 


spending fortunes on railway fares 
and stalemate in Spain. Yet for all 
this bustle and excitement, what re- 
sults can be shown? Do two blades 
of grass grow where one grew before? 
Has one more man or woman found 
the happiness of a life well rooted in 
reality? Has one Cabinet Minister, 
statesman, diplomat, soldier, sailor, 
bank clerk, or collier made one split 
second’s effort to achieve peace within 
himself—to live on weekdays the faith 
which he professes on Sundays? 1] 
doubt it. For the philosophy of the 
twentieth century is that you don’t 
have to do anything for yourself; it’s 
all done for you by your government 
or your political party, or your trade 
union, or whatever be the Club, Insti- 
tution, Society, Brotherhood, or 
Church to which you pay your weekly 
subscription. And that’s why we're 
in such a hole; for when organization 
replaces individual faith, the world 
soon finds itself totally occupied in 
digging its own grave. 


And how does the P.P.U. come off 
in this pessimistic analysis? In the last 
month, sixty more groups have been 
formed; sixty more pins in my map. 
But what do those pins represent? 
Activity? Yes, but what sort of 
activity? John Barclay has been pull- 
ing out his hair trying to arrange 
speakers for meetings, and will prob- 
ably pull out mine if it doesn’t go 
grey with worry over film shows, 
pamphlets, posters, and a thousand 
and one other details of organization. 
Amidst all this welter of activity we 
must be careful not to turn ourselves 
into the very thing against which we 
have set our hearts. We must not 
become another organization with an 
automatic and impersonal solution to 
the world’s problems, guaranteed pain- 
less and foolproof. We must develop 
no dogma which “if ye are to be saved 
ye must believe.” We are sorry, but 
we haven’t the key to New Jerusalem 
in a sealed envelope to be given away 
free to anyone who signs the pledge. 


Extraverted activities are all right in 
their way—necessary if we are not to 
become a sect of peculiar people. But 
we mustn’t become professional loud- 
speakers trying to shout down our 
opponents by power of volume or 
subtlety of rhetoric. Remember that 
our message is not and cannot be 
purely intellectual—the world is not a 
chessboard and men are not pawns, 
and if this dead mechanistic civilization 
is to be brought to life, we must have 
faith behind our reason. Nota faith— 
there are too many of them already; 
too many people, fearing to face 
reality, “pin their faith” to some mystic 
abracadabra like a Strong Britain, or 
International Justice, or the historical 
mission of the Proletariat. What we 
want is just plain faith—faith in real 
things not in abstractions; faith that 
men and women are individuals and 
that their life and personality is worth 
more than all the Empires that the sun 
never set on; and hardest of all, faith 
in these people, for unless we trust 
them unquestioningly, there is no hope 
for peace in our time or anyone else’s. 
Peace cannot be constructed, it must 
grow, 


Group being formed at West Nor- 
wood, S.E.27. Those interested com- 
municate with Sydney Larcombe, 59 
Auckland Road, London, S.E.19. 


Birmingham wants more P.N. 
sellers each Friday, one hour or more 
between 4.30 and 9.30 p.m. Write 
Wilfred S. Burtt, 3 Innage Road, 
Northfield, Birmingham. 


Other Central London members 
cordially invited to social which 
N.W.1 and W.C.1 group is holding at 
8 Endsleigh Gardens (basement, en- 
trance in Endsleigh Street) at 8 p.m., on 
October 8. It is hoped to consider co- 
ordination of activities. Tea and plates 
will be provided; bring your own 
sandwiches. 


A Member Writes On 


ARMISTICE WEEK 
ACTIVITY 


FTER reading John  Barclay’s 

Group Notes, I think Armistice 
Week should prove a week of activity 
for all pacifists, so as to let the public 
know we are by no means lying 
dormant. 


I would like to make the suggestion 
that all members of the P.P.U., in 
every town and village throughout the 
land, club together and buy a floral 
tribute to place on their local War 
memorial on Armistice Day with a 
card with large lettering as follows :— 
“We of the Peace Pledge Union will 
not break faith with the Glorious 
Dead.” 


It would bring home to the public 
the fact that there is a body of men 
and women striving to attain that peace 
for which these men laid down their 


lives. 
E. S. DANES. 
56 Kenwood Road, Birmingham, 9, 


P.P.U. 
Regional Secretaries 


Continued 


East Kent. Harry Barker, 39 Station 
Road, Ashford, Kent. 

East Sussex. Frank R. Hancock, Hill 
Top, Rodmell, Lewes. 

Gloucester. J. Way, 
Downfield, Stroud, Glos. 

Halifax District. Arthur Bullock, 9 
Mostyn Mount, Ovenden Road, Halifax. 

Hull. L. H. Murfitt, 56 Westbourne 
Avenue, Hull. 

Ipswich. Rev. R. C. R. Godfrey, 70 
Christchurch Street, Ipswich. 

Lincolnshire. Miss Ruth Baker, Grey 
Garth, Brant Broughton, near Lincoln. 

Manchester. H. L. Kirkley, 20 Charn- 
wood Road, Gatley, Cheadle, Cheshire. 

Norfolk. Denys Thompson, Cherry 
Trees, Cromer Road, Holt. 

North Hampshire. C. W. Hope Gill, 
San Toi, Four Marks, Alton. 

Oxfordshire. Barry Naylor, Friends 
School, Sibford, near Banbury. 

Reading. Wilfred Goodson, 4 Win- 
chester Road, Reading. 

Salford. A. Aston, 14 Dellcot Close, 
Salford, 6. 

Shropshire. Miss Emily Rogers, 
Heightley, Park Drive, Oswestry. 

Somerset. D. J. Weight, Greycott, The 
Roman Way, Glastonbury. 

South Cumberland. H. Brown, 403 
Moss Bay Road, Workington. 

South Yorkshire. Frank Dawtry, 
Larksfield, Crofton Hall Estate, Crofton, 
near Wakefield, Yorks. 

Stafford. H. Clipstone, 38 The Oval, 
Stafford. 

West Hampshire. Hugh Bingham, 
Homelands, Dibden Purlieu, Southampton. 

West Kent Region. Eric T. Roach, 
51 Belvedere Road, Bexleyheath, Kent. 

West Yorkshire. Denis Riley, 13 
Beech Avenue, Horsforth, near Leeds. 


The Limes, 


GROUP NOTES 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


THE Rectorship of Glasgow Univer- 

* sity is vacant and the Peace Pledge 
Union is putting forward Dr. Sheppard 
as its candidate. He is opposing Win- 
ston Churchill, Professor J. B. S. Hal- 
dane, and Professor Macneill Dickson. 
Here is a chance to bring pacifism 
before the public in deadly earnest. 
“Sheppard versus Churchill” is 
surely “Pacifism versus Rearma- 
ment,” and the fact that the P.P.U. is 
growing so rapidly makes this election 
momentous. We have sent a letter to 
the 500 signatories in Glasgow asking 
them to do all they can to help. The 
organization on the spot is in the very 
capable hands of Mr. Andrew Stewart, 
57 Wedderlea Drive, Glasgow, S.W.2. 
Every pacifist in the country should 
send letters to the Press driving home 
the fact that pacifism is the only alter- 
native. 


Scotland is certainly in the news! 
The Edinburgh group have started to 
plan their autumn campaign and from 
what I have heard they are out to 
form new groups round the City. 
Anyone reading this who lives near 
Edinburgh should write at once to 
Duncan Brown, 13 ~ Craigcrook 
Avenue, Blackhall, E.4, who is anxious 
for workers to help him carry out what 
is being planned. 


Dundee have written to me suggest- 
ing that the time is ripe for a delegate 
conference of representatives from all 
Scottish groups. I am very anxious 
that this should be done and I hope 
that all group leaders and others in- 
terested will write to me, making 
suggestions as to time and place. I 
will then call the conference some time 
in November and try to come up 
myself to discuss what the next move 
should be over the Border. The diffi- 
culty has always been that speakers 
from London find it difficult to make 
their way to a meeting so far North 
and get back again in time for other 
engagements. This could be overcome 
by arranging a week’s tour so that one 
speaker went on from group to group, 
hospitality being found in each case. 


The Peace Committee of the 
Women's Cooperative Guild at Streat- 
ham organized a magnificent rally on 
Streatham Common last Sunday week. 
The afternoon was dull, but in spite of 
that a procession formed up at 3.30 
and, headed by the Norwood Silver 
Band, marched to the meeting ground 
at the top of the hill. Decorated 
lorries and marching women carrying 
banners contrasting Peace and War, 
together with representatives of the 
Men’s Guild, quickly caused a crowd 
to collect to hear speeches by Coun- 
cillor Mrs. Goodrich of Wandsworth, 
Fred Messer, M.P., and the Rev. Sam 
Rowley, an out-and-out pacifist 
minister. General Crozier was to have 
spoken and I had to take his place at 
the last moment. A large crowd was 
held for ninety minutes and I noticed 
that very little movement took place, 
nearly everybody standing from start 
to finish. The Streatham P.P.U. turned 
up in strength and our posters ringed 
the audience. I hope that other Guilds 
will quickly follow suit and get such 
active peace committees formed. The 
Women’s Guilds have a great chance 
and cooperation is the corner-stone of 
our future. 


NOTE THE DATE! 


H. Runham Brown, secretary of the 
War Resisters’ International, will be in 
the chair at a P.P.U. public meeting in 
Hornsey Town Hall (Crouch End 
Broadway) on October 6. 


The speakers will be Dr. H. R. L. 
Sheppard and Lord Arnold. Admis- 
sion will be free, but ls. tickets for 
reserved seats may be obtained from 
Gordon E. Turner, 6 Palace Court 
Gardens, Muswell Hill, N.10, or 
Coleridge 


William A. Wharton, 4 
Road, Crouch End, N.8. 


UNDER THE OAK TREE 
By BELLA HOOPER 
(On behalf of the Basque Fund) 


"THE football season has begun and 
4 two matches have been played 
against a team from the Basque camp 
at Diss. The first one was played 
away, and all our boys went off by bus, 
leaving a surprisingly quiet house of 
girls, and returned in the evening full 
of joy, the match having ended in @ 
draw. The return match, played 0 
our own field, newly raked, mown, a2 
rolled ready for the winter seasOM, 
resulted in a victory for our team, and 
the occasion was celebrated with 4 
fiesta in the evening given in honour 
of the visitors, who greatly enjoyed the 
dancing, singing, and sketches per 
formed by our children. When it was 
all over, an incredible number ° 
people mysteriously packed themselves 
into three cars and drove away aml 
much hand-waving and excited chatter 
ing of both hosts and guests. 

The birthday of one of our Spanish 
teachers was the occasion for a day$ 
holiday from lessons and a fine pe 
in the evening, in which both staff 229 
children gave an entertainment. ON¢ 
of the most successful items was ? 
sketch given by the children, in whic? 
they caricatured the staff, giving 2 very 
amusing geography lesson and s 
hilarious choir-practice. 


All the children enjoy acting very 
much, and everyone has been workio 
extremely hard making costumes 4% 
fitting up a good stage with curtains 
and special lighting effects. The resu 
obtained with the simplest materla 
and a few flowers from the garden are 
most professional, and were a delignt 
ful surprise to those who were firml: 
kept out of the room until everything 


| 


———— 
West 
Pe 


was ready. 
* * * * TO BI 

An amusing incident occurred ove! q 
one of our small boys’ new shoes. 7 THE Brit 
was given a pair of crepe-soled sanda® F nterne 
and bore them carefully away, neauy Feedom h 
packed in their box, with much dengan | Natures of 
A few days later he came to the offic agos We 
asking if he might have some shoes © Petition, 
the ones he was wearing were wet ait Many of 
a blackberrying expedition in ins | to rite 
fields. When he was asked where ree 80 
new ones were, he said that they wold op their tt 
upstairs in his bedroom, and when pce with 
to put them on he retreated with a ! Re Asser 
of mixed joy and surprise that § ily en noti 
new and beautiful treasures were re4 4nd in du 
for use. to the Li 

* * 7 < tarijat. 

One of our boys had to spend a fer The & 
days in hospital for the removal, ©. Separate 
tonsils and adenoids. When we VIS s Gold 
him we found him comfortable nu = 
happy in a very pleasant ward, dU! ‘pact 
little lonely because he was unable andate 
talk to anyone. When the day arti Was pres 
for him to come home, he was Yj 4 dent of t 
anxious lest we should forget to ee Of Natio 
him, and is now very happy to be The peti: 

* = * * “The Ww 
: Brit} 

There has been a falling-off 17 ths rtsh Em 
proceeds from the canteen lately, 4he| the os 
we have discovered that many or ae . , Womer 
children are saving their pocket-M@ | 8ing that 
to send to their parents. One child Orts to si 
three and sixpence, which represents © “They fi 
great effort when one only has 10 ®Ppreciate ; 
pence a week and there are sweets d, but str 
buy twice every week. Ot be dom 


We are very grateful to our friend’ 
who have sent us parcels with no 07 4 
and address inside, so that we hav. 
been unable to write personal ackD®? 
ledgments. May they read this 
accept our most sincere thanks. 


“The Tune we Dance to,” @ cartoo® 
by Grimes reproduced from the © 
don Star, appears on a picture post@ 
published by the Friends Peace Lt 
ture Committee, Friends Housé, 
don, N.W.1. 
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West African Women’s 
Peace Petition 
TO BE SENT TO GENEVA 


JHE British Section of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom has received nearly 6,000 sig- 
Natures of women associated with the 
4g0s Women’s League to a peace 
Petition, 

Many of the signatories were unable 
{0 write and have affixed an impression 
Of their thumb-mark or marked the 
Place with a cross. The President of 
‘he Assembly of the League has 

€n notified of these signatures 
and in due course they will be sent 
“0 the League of Nations Secre- 
Variat. 

The details are to be entered on a 
Separate sheet to be added to the 
Golden Book, which records the 
Number of signatures to the People’s 
Mandate to Governments and which 
Was presented last year to the Presi- 
dent of the Assembly of the League 
of Nations on September 20. 

The petition reads: — 

_ The women of Nigeria, loyal 
British subjects and members of the 
“titish Empire, hereby desire to join 
me women of England in earnestly 
‘rging that the powers that be spare no 

‘Orts to secure world peace. 

‘They fully recognize and deeply 
Ppreciate all that is being done to this 
Nd, but strongly feel that enough can- 

be done until the end is attained.” 


An Invitation to 
“ Internationals” 


b An invitation to “internationals” has 
“en extended by the North London 


¥€a Council of the London Union 
*llowship of Reconciliation to an “In- 


(goational Social” to be held today. 


Diary of the Week.) 


Bp he Organizers are anxious to get 
ie) 


touch with foreign friends who 
© living in North London. 


CHOKED STREAM. 


Citizens of the 
World 


ORD PROVOST STEWART took 
the chair at a large rally held by 
the Glasgow Peace Week Committee 
in St. Andrew's Hall last week to open 
its campaign in that city. 


“Everybody wants peace; everybody 
is preparing for war,” said Mr. P. J. 
Noel-Baker, M.P., who was one of the 
speakers. If war had to be stopped it 
had to be stopped now, he went on. 
The generation which could do it had 
been born. It was theirs, if they had 
the necessary courage and faith. 


It was necessary to realize nowadays 
that we were not, or should not be, 
one isolated country in the world. 
Whether we liked it or not we were 
citizens of the world, 


Peace Week in 
Dorking 


“Pacifism in Wartime” is the title of 
an address to be given by Captain 
Philip Mumford, of the Peace Pledge 
Union, in the Friends’ Meeting House, 
Dorking, tomorrow (Sunday) evening 
—the first day of Dorking Peace Week, 
arranged by the local peace council. 


On Monday the Labour Party invites 
attendance at an open meeting (in the 
Temperance Hotel) on ‘Labour's 
Peace Policy.” On Wednesday a mass 
meeting in the Martineau Hall will 
hear several points of view on “The 
Way to Peace,” the speakers including 
Gerald Bailey, Nigel Spottiswoode, and 
William Paul. 


An “International Dance” will be 
held on Friday evening. Today (Satur- 
day) and on Monday, literature will be 
for sale or loan in the Market Place. 


THIS GENERATION CAN END WAR 


NON-VIOLENCE AND 
WORLD PEACE 


Meeting to Celebrate 
Gandhi's Birthday 


A 


birthday of Mahatma Gandhi 


and to emphasize the significance of 
non-violence to world peace will be 
held by the Friends of India in the 


Livingstone Hall, Westminster, 
next Saturday evening. 


Mr. Laurence Housman will be 
chairman, and the speakers will be Dr. 
Alex Wood, Dr. Harold Mann, Mr. 
Krishna Vir, and Mr. D. V. Tahman- 
kar. In addition to a book stall there 
will be a stall displaying Khaddar 
articles for sale. 


SO CONFUSING! 


IT is all very confusing. As a free- 
Z dom-preserver, war seems to be a 
very uncertain method. In less efficient 
days, when killing was a slower pro- 
cess, largely effected by personal intro- 
duction, you could make sure, by a 
few leading questions, of hitting the 
right person. 


But in these days, when missiles are 
slung about as indiscriminately as buns 
at a Sunday school treat, the effect of 
your victory cannot be predicted. 


You went into the last war to 
crush German militarism and 
make the world safe for demo- 
cracy. But you found, when the 
smoke cleared away, that you had 
crushed German democracy and 
made the world safe for mili- 
tarism. It was an awfully bad 
shot. I’ve seen you do better at 
the cokernuts. 


Vast numbers of German democrats 


MEETING to celebrate the 


Courtesy, Evening Standard 


They Won't Insure 
You Against 
War 


From a Special Correspondent 


THE news of the Great Western 

Railway’s preparations against 
gas and incendiary attack, printed 
in PEACE NEWS a fortnight ago, 
has its counterpart in a recent 


decision of all insurance com- 


panies. 


Commencing on October 1, 1937, all 
policies renewable subsequent to that 
date will not cover damage caused by 
war or civil war in respect of fire, com- 
prehensive, and special perils insur- 
ance, plate glass, burglary, and 
combined fire and burglary insurances. 


It is quite evident that companies 
and underwriters in this country are 
well aware of the deterioration of 
international relations and are not 
prepared to consider, even by the 
payment of an increased premium, 
loss or damage caused by war and 
civil war. 


Maybe all the people owning 
their own houses will now begin to 
consider whether the homes they 
may be asked to go out and fight 
for will be really safe from destruc- 
tion when their backs are turned. 


fell before democracy’s gun’s, while 


the best efforts of the British artillery 
failed even to remove Hitler’s mous- 
tache. ' 


In future, if you must be indiscrimi- 
nate, you might try Mr. Lansbury’s 
method of blowing kisses instead of 
dropping bombs. They will at least 
leave your potential allies intact— 
“Yaffle” in Reynolds News, August 29. 


—_ nea 


Jeare Nets 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
59 Waterfall Road, London, N.11 
Tel: Enterprise 1888 
Subscription Rates: 
Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed 
to war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace 
policy. Members are attached to local groups designed 
to achieve a communal peace mentality and extend the in- 
fluence of pacifism by propaganda and personal example. 


Give your pledge on a post card:— 
I renounce war and I will never support or 
sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 
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ENGLAND ARISE! 

NYONE with the ghost of an understanding 

of the present trend of foreign affairs now 
knows that this country, together with the 
major European Powers, is drifting slowly, 
steadily, and surely into war. We have only to 
continue for a few more years in the course now 
set to arrive at the point when nothing that any 
statesman can do or say will prevent war: the 
bluffing and counter-bluffing, the manceuvring, 
the postponing, and the whole corrupt business 
of diplomacy upon the line of power-politics 
will have come to its nemesis just as it did in 
1914, and upon an issue of seemingly irresistible 
constraint this country will be called upon to 
fight or perish. 

The plain fact is that the gates of mercy are 
now closing: a little longer and the present 
policy will shut them altogether. But so long 
as“*there is room to squeeze through, so long as 
we personally are not involved, Manchuria can 
be over-run, Abyssinia overwhelmed, Spain 
made a slaughter-house, China a shambles, and 
it merely affects the average British citizen as 
so much deplorable news in the headlines of the 
daily Press. As things are, we can go on 
making the rich richer and the poor a little less 
poor for a little longer; and since that seems 
highly desirable both to the rich and to the 
poor, we sit tight, bide our time and think it best 
to play for “safety.” “Who is my neighbour?” 
is a question we are not worrying about. Lord 
Beaverbrook frankly invites us to let Europe go 
to hell while we tighten our links with the 
Dominions and angle for the support of U.S.A. 
Mr. Eden sits firmly in the cleft stick of Fascism 
and Communism, obviously hoping that if he 
can dangle the rope of economic bankruptcy 
without war long enough, some one of the 
Powers will hang itself, clear the air, and make 
room for British dominance again. 

That is a policy which must commend itself 
to what are known as “British interests”; but it 
is a policy that makes straight for war because 
it is nothing more than the policy of putting the 
other fellow in the wrong and waiting for his 
sense of frustration to become so great that he 
explades in some act which no-one can regard 
as tolerable. But the time is past when the old 
diplomatic game of manceuvring an opponent 
into a position of financial ruin can be played 
off against great national States. They under- 
stand the economic game quite as well as we do, 
and it is in view of that understanding that they 
have built up forms of government which give 
them freedom to resort to war immediately they 
forsee the threat of bankruptcy. They know, 
too, the nature of modern war and that war is 
no longer a card that can be played with safety 
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Democracy and Organization = 
By A. C. STANILAND 


no virtue of their own, but whose use is 

good for the hair because of the massage 
provided by rubbing them in. The important 
thing is to continue the massage even though 
the tonic is proved worthless. It is not, after 
all, so very uncommon to buy a poke and find 
something better than a pig in it. 

Methods of government are usually analysed 
in terms of power politics. Monarchy is when 
the king has the power, plutocracy when the 
rich men have the power, democracy when the 
whole community has the power. That was the 
theory, but we have learned nowadays that 
adult suffrage does not give the power to the 
whole community, so that, in terms of power 
politics, democracy seems meaningless. Yet 
some inspiration remains in the name: we call 
it useless but we will not give it up. The 
question I want to raise is whether democracy is 
best interpreted in terms of power. If it is 
sterile in these terms, is it fertile in other terms? 
Is there at least one interpretation which will 
justify the confused value we place on it? I 
think there is. 

I am not going to discuss the constitution of 
the Peace Pledge Union. But a remark made at 
Swanwick camp when the constitution was 
being discussed stimulated a line of thought 
which is relevant. I do not think the remark 
was intended to carry the implications which I 
criticize in it, and f mention it only as a text. 
The remark was to the effect that we had some 
of the finest men in the country among the 
Sponsors of the P.P.U., that we could not find 
a better collection, and, therefore, we should 
trust them and not worry about delegates or 
constitutions. Now I have no quarrel with the 
expression of trust in the Sponsors, which was 
probably the chief intention of the remark. Nor 
do I find it difficult to understand the mistrust 
of organizational machinery, though finally I 
think it mistaken. But I should resist—and 
here I am speaking not of what was meant but 
of what might have been meant—the complete 
delegation of responsibility that such a sug- 


4 Mee are said to be hair tonics that have 


by dominant States. And just because they 
know this, they are all the more ready to play it 
should the situation seem to them desperate. 
The Fascist State is designed and formed to 
prefer war to economic ruin any day. 

So far as peace is concerned, Mr. Eden’s 
time-saving policy is therefore bound to break 
down in the long run; for it simply is not good 
enough for the circumstances in which we find 
ourselves. Only something totally different can 
suffice. International agreement—the positive 
furtherance of our neighbour’s good is the only 
sound diplomatic card which this country can 
play at the present moment. When are we 
going to begin exercising a policy of manifest 
generosity, in defiance of ‘British interests,” for 
the sake of peace and mutuality? That is what 
the Continent wants to know when it complains 
that we “have never even made a gesture.” 
Without that gesture the drift to war will go on. 
Where is the statesman great enough, cour- 
ageous enough, far-sighted enough, even 
ordinarily prudent enough to show the people 
of this country that grab all and hold tight is 
now, alike for the British nation and the British 
Empire, a policy of suicide? 
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Germany an. 
gestion in fact involves. For I think that the ASKED 
terms in which democracy can best be re-stat ey 

shite Septemt 

are terms of personal responsibility. =f 
The conception of power, it seems to mG oe pas 
never has been, and never will be, able a Said : 
support the structure of democracy. The ee 
attempt to extend that older conception may ponies have 
have served its purpose in bringing forward the feat Bi. 7 
first forms of democracy, but it is only by fon among the 
another standard that democracy can be co™ y not 


solidated. 

That democracy should be based on person 
responsibility has been said before, and in thesé 
pages. But the point that I want particularly @ 
urge is my belief in the development of persona 
responsibility by organization. Faith in leader 
ship may serve in the short run, and in the tim |fo, STRAY 
of emergency, but in the long run the respo™ | 1, Peres 
sibility of individuals and small groups grows * feason and 
by coordination. This growth is needed ' 


‘Plonial Poy 
of the resor 
(including 
Peoples of 
Views of Mr 


prevent the growth of national abstractiom® 4 ie conferen 
S . ¢ 

those great fallacies of prestige, honour, 4% | believe pers 

necessity which men die for, but which they ‘ticipate at 


would not know of without the help of the! 
newspapers. For the only way that wide cla 
tories of thought can be viewed at once © 
through the medium of abstraction, and ee ; 
central governing body, however admirable !* |iny Powers 


British Policy 


R. EDED 


members, can remain creative without creatlY? | for an ab 
stimulation from outside. The smaller grouP® ace noe 
of society are the testing ground of everything me® are ready 
that is most important in central government. j tt for the re 

nces ese are : 


As the small group loses its sense of importa 
and therefore its sense of responsibility, 
central group is swollen in importance, 


the ["*te many « 
and jot only to 


burdened with a responsibility it cannot meet. ct¥one is 

Organization, the existence and knowledg® tence—bu 
methods of coordination, makes the dema®" “| "armamen 
for personal responsibility public, and sj Rections» of 
develops responsibility where it was lacking [rowing boc 
before. Consider the present system of dem |The Very en 
cratic election. Theoretically there is a flaW * himself a 


it, for which, so far as I know, no provisio® . 
made. Suppose no-one voted! Which of thre 
candidates would go to the House of ©, 
mons? Would there be a House of Commons : 
The situation is, of course, unreal. Part of ® 
reason why it is unreal seems to me to be that ! 
when all the enthusiastic voters are set aside— 
the majority of the apathetic are irresist!?) 
drawn by the offer of so definite an action, 2 a 
are stimulated by the thought of that action 
some sense of responsibility. 

A developing democracy would make ™ 
and more offers of definite activity, and S0- 
peremptorily, but persuasively, return respons 
bility to the regions it should never have Sad 
These offers, I think, are most effectively ™ 
public through organization. .g No 

The Greeks could not imagine a work!® 6 p 
community bigger than a city, all of whos¢ a 
habitants could meet at once. The Roman 
argued against enfranchizing their Italian all 1 
that there was no more room in the Forum. 
do not suggest that there is any syste™ |! 
organization known that is adequate to ‘on 
creative task of the future. The problem '§ 
develop, over gulfs of space and ignoran 3 
relationships that will serve instead of the sen 7 fu 
of comradeship that can grow in the small ¢ the f te 
munity. The job seems to me worthy ° hat i 
P.P.U. I do not know of any other body 1 5 


ore 
not ; 


has a better right to undertake it. (c 
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Germany and Colonies 
ASKED, according to the Manchester Guardian of 
September 13, whether Germany would establish 


ink that the 
be re-stated 


y- Wet: 

2ems to me Naval bases in her colonies if she got them, Herr 
be, able t Hitler said: 

sracy. The wet have to have a navy before you can have naval bases. 

Fe 4 ay it Never had naval bases in our pre-war colonies. Moreover, 

ception m putes have no value if an enormous armed force has to 
forward the xh them. We regard colonies as commercial, and commer- 
i by io €xploitation is possible only under conditions of coopera- 
is only N'among the colonial Powers. 

can be coh | Why not take this as the cue, from Germany 


ftself, for a conference of all countries (not only 
tolonial Powers) to cooperate in the exploitation 
3 the resources (not the peoples) of the world 
fineluding colonies) for the benefit of all the 
Peoples of the world? Or consider the personal 
: MeWs of Mr. Charles te Water, High Commissioner 
din the ti Wor South Africa i si 
on rica in London, expressed as follows: 
1 the resp WS a nations should no longer delay to examine, in a spirit 


Lon personal 
and in thesé 
articularly 
t of person@ 
ith in leader 


roups gro this “ason and moderation, the point of view of Germany on 
eeded to Dea Issue, as on all other issues which threaten to disturb the 

S eee A teEE Of the world. 

abstractio® d © conference table is the sane place to discuss these things. 


honour an th Oderate spirit is the sane spirit in which to discuss them. 
’ “€Ve personally that South Africa would be willing to 


which they |P2tticipate at a conference table. 
e1 

relp of th British p,.7; 
at wide ter i Policy 
| at once ! R. EDEN’S statement at Geneva on Monday was 
ion, and 1° that 

a eG : : F : { 

; le its any povernment is ready . . . to enter into discussion with 
admire ai me, Powers who may approach the United Kingdom Govern- 
out cr 


‘or an abatement of the particular preference in non-self- 
Ting colonial territories where these can be shown to 
€ undue restrictions on international trade. 


Bove, 
aller grouP® | bac 


of everythiné 
government. | 
: importance 
nsibility, te 
yrtance, 4M 


Men 2° ready at any time to join in an international agree- 
for the reduction and limitation of armaments, but. . . 


. Se are steps in the right direction, though there 
- Many “ifs” and “buts.” For our part, we have 
pt Only to see that further steps are taken— 


annot meet. |*Veryone is willing, but no-one will call the con- 

cnowledge ence—but also to insist that, so far from 

the dema? *tarmament’s” having the support of “all 

lic, and . tions” of the people (as he claimed), there is a 

was lacking | Wing body of public opinion which sees it as 

em of dem © very enemy of the constructive policy which 

eisa flay is himself announced. 

| provisio® b 

hich of thret pmcny and Peace 

ise of Co F i Herr Hitler's statement to journalists that “Ger- 

f Common 4 Many was too busy with her own affairs to bother 
Part of i | Ut those of other people: above all things she 

: to be thal *eded Peace and had no time for wild adventures” 


e set aside 
e irresist! 

a action, 4 
hat action © 


tind Seem to ring true, consider these facts, which 
k louder than his words: 
€tmany is already planning an exhibition in 
ie for 1945 and one in Berlin for 1950. The 
| make more . BS for beautifying Berlin will take twenty years.” 


not iRe 
, and sonst form Of the League 
urn res ) 
‘er have left. UPPORT for the pacifist case for reform of the 


map of Nations on ue ground that its nature 
iin oh It : failure in political matters but a success 
2a working de €r directions came from Sefior Edwards, Chile’s 
of whose in |, “Bate to the Assembly, last week. According to the 
rhe Roma’ | "ing Post, he said: 

Italian allies | Li) vould be extremely dangerous to adjourn the question. 


ctively made 


J Pepa) Mediate ded (1) th 
’ Arne pronouncement was needed on e 
1¢ Forum f 2) t mon of the Covenant from thé Treaty of Versailles, and 
y system 0" Pay A “por dination of the Covenant with treaties such as the 
thé d aris. 

uate to to Pimoy Pasic Necessity was to give the lie to the increasing 
yroblem 1S {cliber that the League in its present form was a small, 

6 ances bon, “tely-enclosed circle serving as a political platform for a 
d ignor nse ful oe enjoying the docile collaboration of other less 

he sé Ne ates. 

foft ll com | the {Uther Suggested (according to the Daily Herald) that 
iesma the sh eg ;72Ue should concentrate on making it possible for 
orthy f U llitieg become members without the major political respon- 


that” Prt a at Present involved — chiefly the application of 
[8ainst a State guilty of a breach of the Covenant. 
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health,” 
the greatest good we know. To say that a 
nation enjoys health is to say that its condition 
is blessed indeed. But the vital question is 
whether Germany is healthy or not. 


deliberately to exterminate the Jew? 
openly but none the less stubbornly, to eradi- 
cate the spiritual autonomy of the Christian 
Church? Or to annihilate the socialist and the 
pacifist by means of the concentration camp? 
These campaigns of extermination, says Herr 
Hitler, are the necessary expulsion of noxious 
elements from the social body of Germany. By 
getting rid of them Germany achieves “national 
unity”; and this “national unity,” says Dr. 
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A Weekly Commentary 


DR. WILLIAM BROWN, the Oxford psycho- 

logist, in a letter to The Times of September 
15, claimed that Herr Hitler has been “the 
greatest psycho-therapist of a nation, giving 
Germany renewed national unity, national 
health, and corporate courage.” On the same 
day I received a letter from a friend of mine 
who, after spending a fortnight in Germany, 
had passed, with an overwhelming sense of 
relief, into Austria. “The insensitive people 
have all gone Nazi and the sensitive ones 
neurasthenic; and it’s the devil and the deep 


” 


sea.” The verdicts are a curious commentary 


on one another. 


Buf what interested me particularly in Dr. 
William Brown’s finding was that, after declar- 
ing that Hitler was “the greatest psycho- 
therapist of a nation,” he went on to say that 
“this was, of course, a psychological and not 
an ethical valuation.” That struck me as very 
odd. “Psycho-therapy” means “the healing of 
the soul.” To say that a man is “the greatest 
psycho-therapist of a nation” means that he is 
the greatest healer of the soul of a nation. If 
that is not an ethical valuation, I do not know 
what is. 


It is, of course, a striking example of the 
essential ambiguity of modern psychology—an 
ambiguity due to the failure of psychologists to 
see that their first duty is to establish a hier- 
archy of human values, in accordance with 
which they may judge the health of the human 
soul. To call oneself a “psycho-therapist”—a 
healer of souls—is to make (I should say) the 


highest claim that it is possible for a human 
being to make. But if one is uncertain in what 
the health of the human soul consists, a terrible 
confusion is like to ensue. 


Hitler, says Dr. Brown, has healed the 
national soul of Germany; he has given Ger- 
many “national health.” But this is not an 
“ethical judgment.” If it is not an “ethical 


judgment,” then the right use of language 


forbids that even a psychologist should speak of 
Germany’s condition today as one of “national 
Health—spiritual and physical—is 


Can that nation be healthy which sets itself 
Or, less 


By J. Middleton Murry 
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Brown, is spiritual health such as “the greatest 
psycho-therapist of a nation” alone can give. 

In such a judgment, it seems to me, the 
terrible moral confusion which is the radical 
disease of today is plainly revealed. Surrepti- 
tiously, good and evil change places, under the 
cover of ambiguous sciences like psychology, 
and ambiguous concepts like unity. National 
“unity” is quite naively posited as a good, with- 
out any responsible effort to determine whether 
unity may not just as easily be bad as good, or 
what is the difference between the unity that is 
bad and the unity that is good. There was unity 
—astonishing and impressive unity—in the 
Gadarene swine as they rushed down a steep 
place into the sea. There was unity in this 
country when, owing to the moral cowardice 
of Mr. Lloyd George, it voted to “hang the 
Kaiser” and “to make Germany pay.” There is 
unity in any individual man when he surrenders 
all responsibility, and yields himself to that 
which is more powerful than he is—to drink, 
to the devil, or to the State machine. There is 
unity in any man, and in any nation, when it 
surrenders itself to a false God. 


If our psychologists do not know the differ- 
ence, who shall instruct them? Quis custodiet 
ipsos custodes? Such instruction, in a truly 
healthy society, I believe to be the function of 
religion, or the church. But, alas, in the main, 
religion and the Church are a prey to the same 
moral confusion as the psychologists. They 
also cannot distinguish between the unity that 
comes of surrender to the false God and the 
unity born of surrender to the true God. But 
I believe the simple soul can distinguish be- 


tween the service that is bondage and the ser- 
vice that is freedom. There are souls that are 
born simple, and there are souls that achieve 
simplicity: souls that never leave the realm of 
simple human experience, and souls that, after 
arduous flights in the empyrean of theory, re- 
turn to simple human experience again. 
These today meet in a point—the simple 
point enunciated by Captain Mumford in his 
little book, An Introduction to Pacifism, in 
the words: “Wrong methods do not lead to 
right results.” They know that it is not 
“national health” and cannot be that is pro- 
duced by exterminating Jew and Christian, 
pacifist and socialist, from the social body of 
Germany; they know that that will not be 
peace which is to be produced by the an- 
nihilation of innocent human beings in modern 
war. That simple, incontrovertible knowledge is 
to some the voice of God, to others the voice 
of reason, to others the voice of humanity. 
It does not matter which. It is the voice which 
summons us to a unity that will endure—a 
unity that comes not of amputating our 
humanity—or our divinity—but of setting it 
in authority over our Selves. 


Remedy for a Decaying Civilization 


EXPERIMENTS IN SOCIAL RE- 


CONSTRUCTION. Edited by 
John S. Hoyland. Allenson. 
2s. 6d. 


Reviewed by 
LEWIS MACLACHLAN 


JHILE we hear much of the 

economic causes of war this 

book takes us right back to the under- 
lying psychological causes. 


But it is not only a clever diagnosis; 
it suggests, in the record of nine 
different experiments in’ collective 
living to each of which a chapter is 
devoted, the treatment essential to a 
cure. The book does not pretend to 
see in the present social order anything 
but a decaying civilization, and it sees 
the cause of the decay not in any 
economic necessity but in false 
motives. 


Comparing the present age to that 
of the disruption of civilization in 
the fifth century, the Editor, in his 
penetrating introductory chapter, 
claims the authority of the great 
Augustine, Saint and Socialist, for 
declaring the only remedy to be 
“the scattering of the ruined 
cities of Western industrialism 
with tiny enclaves of social 
action.” 

These may be such humble services 
as nursery schools, school training for 


For the Last Time 


ENTRIES for our Art Competition 

have been coming in rapidly during 
the last few weeks. For the last time 
we give the conditions below. 


The competition will be divided into 
two sections : — 


(a) Cartoons. 
(b) Posters. 


Arthur Wragg will judge the results 
and for the best entry in each class 
a prize of 30s. will be given. But 
please note very carefully all the 
following conditions (it is incredible 
how many disqualified themselves in 
the last competition simply by dis- 
regarding plainly stated conditions) : — 


1. Cartoons to be of a size suitable 
for reproduction in PEACE NEWS 
(i.e. so that when reduced any detail 
would still be distinguishable). 


2. Posters may contain lettering, 
illustrations, or both; but 


(a) Lettering must be limited to 
a maximum of four words in ad- 
dition to “Peace Pledge Union”; or, 
if “Peace Pledge Union” is not used, 
a maximum of six words. 


(b) Hlustrations must not be in 
more than three colours. 


3. All entries to be sent to 96 
Regent Street, London, W.1, marked 
“PEACE NEWS Art Competition,” 

4. To arrive not later than 
September 30, 

5. Accompanied in every case by 
the form at the foot of this column 
filled in with the competitor’s 
name and address. 


PEACE NEWS 
ART COMPETITION 


citizenship, allotments, cooperative 
farms for unemployed, subsistence pro- 
duction societies, unemployed clubs, 
home-crofting, collective settlements, 
international work camps. The point 
is that real revolution is not to be 
achieved by violence, nor by 
political cunning, but by social 
action. 


What is meant by social action is not 
left to the imagination but is intimately 
described by writers who know what 
they are talking about. 


They do not claim that their work 
will be in time to avert disaster. “Greed 
of power and lust of wealth may have 
their full outcome as in Augustine’s 
day.” But they know that such 
humble and laborious and joyous 
work as theirs is the only way by which 
a new world can be built. 


The “ Peace” Treaties 
—and After 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
SINCE THE PEACE TREATIES. 
E. H. Carr. Macmillan. 4s. 


IT is felt by most students of history 

that the Treaty of Versailles between 
Germany and the Allied Powers had in 
it features which have led to the pre- 
sent rivalries in Europe. 


The “‘war guilt” clause, so humiliat- 
ing to German national feeling, and 
the attempt to extort intolerable repa- 
rations from a country bolstered up by 
Dawes Loans, have brought about a 
situation in which an_ intensely 
nationalist Germany has cast off the 
servitudes imposed on her by a dictated 
peace. 


In this exceedingly interesting book 
Professor E. H. Carr traces the out- 
come of all the treaties signed since the 
Great War. He writes as an historian, 
not as a propagandist; and his clear 
style, his ordered arrangement of 
subject-matter, and his sense of pro- 
portion make this a first-class book for 
those who would understand the causes 
of Hitlerism, the perpetual fears of the 
French, and the rearmament race in 
Europe. 


Occasionally Professor Carr seems 
to give a wrong impression, as when 
he writes that “Germany entered the 
League amid scenes of enthusiasm.” 
Perhaps; but when the German dele- 
gates entered the Assembly Hall they 


DEFORE we go any further, I think 

a word might be said about the 
producer, who, as I have pointed out, 
is by far the most important member 
of a dramatic group. 


It will sometimes be difficult for him 
to realize that it is not his job to do 
the actors’ work for them or to impose 
his interpretation of a part on the 
actor who is playing it. He should 
only attempt this when it becomes 
quite clear that an actor has little talent 
and no idea of making an interpreta- 
tion for himself; then the producer 
may be able by sheer hard work and 
training to make him give a purely 
mechanical and imitative performance. 
This is a last desperate resort, however. 


For the most part it is the pro- 
ducer’s job to give depth and colour 
to the actor’s own interpretation of 
a part. He helps the actor to help 
himself; he can strengthen hesitant 
interpretation and bring inconsisten- 
cies into line. 


But it is safe to say that no amateur 
actor, however inexperienced, is quite 
lacking in talent, though this talent is 
very often latent and needs discovering 
and bringing to the surface. Let the 
producer fasten on any gleams of in- 
spiration that the actor shows, realiz- 
ing them for the struggling efforts 
toward expression of a natural ability 
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PACIFISM AND READING - 


Llewellyn S. Kiek, 
(City of London Group, 
Peace Pledge Union). 


"THE faith called pacifism means 

vastly more than signing a pledge. 
We must realize that present sacrifices 
are necessary if our faith is to be stable 
and progressive, and in order that the 
future day of reckoning may find us 
prepared in mind and spirit. 


The approaches to pacifism are at 
least as varied as the number of groups 
associated under the banner of the 
Peace Pledge Union and the subse- 
quent mental development should be 
particularly rich and find issue in a 
variety of useful ways. It is becoming 
increasingly evident that our faith is 
going to be severely tested and that we 
are going to need in full measure 
courage, comradeship, endurance, and 
knowledge. 


These necessary qualities are 
not acquired by accident—they 
must be consciously and conscien- 
tiously striven for. Inability to 
give reason for the faith that is in 
us is tantamount to betrayal of 
the cause; with the means at our 
disposal there is no excuse for it. 


Already pacifism has a literature 
worthy.of it and there is an increasing 
stream of books, plays, and articles 


were hissed, and Herr Stresemann's 
speech was received with an ominous 
lack of warmth. 


The Japanese conquest of Man- 
churia is held to mark the first 
real return to “power politics” 
since the end of the Great War. 
The Italian annexation of Abys- 
sinia, and Germany’s repudiation 
of Locarno by the occupation of 
the Rhineland, are more recent 
examples. of the futility of unob- 
served treaties. 


The present conflict between Japan 
and China is outside the scope of this 
book, which has, however, an epilogue 
on the Spanish Civil War, useful 
appendices, a chronological table of 
events, and an index. There are also 


five maps. 
F.N.H. 


which deal with the practical applica 
tion of its principles to the important 
issues confronting us. And as some of 
the ablest minds in the country have 
dedicated their pens to our cause we 
ought to be ready to devote some of 
our time to systematic study, even 
by so doing sacrifice is involved. 

There is also a magnificent oppol- 
tunity of which more advantage might 
be taken in the way of propaganda. 

Books such as Dr. Sheppard's We 
Say No!, Bertrand Russell’s Which 
Way to Peace?, and Captain Mum- 
ford’s Introduction to Pacifism are 4 
issued at popular prices, or can bé 
borrowed from our Library, and con- 
stitute a worthy introduction to our 
case, 

The majority of folk pride them: 
selves (possibly mistakenly) on being 
open-minded and would hesitate to 
refuse the loan of any of thes¢ 
excellent volumes. It is a part of 
our job to induce our fellow-citizens 
to think straight and this is one WaY 
of doing it. 

No-one needs to be highly educated 
to be a hundred percent pacifist but ¥¢ 
can’t claim to be a hundred percent 
faithful and efficient pacifists if we 0° 
not cultivate the habit of readin® 
which is one sure means of renderin& 
ourselves creditable servants of this 
great cause. 


Peace Plays in Manchester 


The group which produced The 
Miracle at Verdun during the recent 
Manchester peace week has decided 10 
organize on a permanent basis. 

Seven dramatic societies were repre” 
sented in this group, which now hopés 
to produce one or two peace plays 
each year in cooperation with othe! 
bodies which have members able 
participate. 


More War Relics 
Scrapped 


A German tank and guns in Quem’ 
Patk, Blackburn, are the latest 
relics to be sold for scrap metal. 

In this instance the money obtalf 
is to be used for children’s Play” 
grounds. 


ee ee | eee 


More About Plays—6 


still untrained; with care he will be 
able to multiply them until, instead of 
appearing only momentarily, they per- 
meate the whole of the actor’s per- 
formance. 


At rehearsal actors fall roughly into 
two groups: those who grasp their 
parts at once and are giving something 
approaching a performance by fhe 
fourth or fifth rehearsal, and those 
who develop very slowly and seem 
never to reach, even at the last 
rehearsals, any pitch of feeling or con- 
fidence. 


The first group is encouraging but 
dangerous, for they are likely to get 
stale as rapidly as they have developed, 
to expend themselves in rehearsal and 
have little left for the performance. 
The second group is discouraging but 
liable in the end to give the best per- 
formances, for, once in front of an 
audience, all the stored-up feeling, in- 
telligence, and training of rehearsals 
will bear fruit in an exalted perform- 
ance. 


The first group must be toned 
down at rehearsal if necessary, the 
second watched and reassured. Both 
kinds may over-act (a very bad fault) 
at the performance, the one because 


he is straining to regain something 
already passed, the second becal. 
his suddenly released energy will 
remain properly in bounds. 


Some producers believe in galvaniz’ 
ing their actors into keenness and ¢ 
by shouting at them, ridiculing th@ 
and so on. This works with a fe" 
people; more often it produces a * to 
of paralysis of brain and body, not” 
mention acute misery. It is tant 
mount to the use of violence, and ther 
are other and more pacific methoe™ 

The producer should never fail % 
praise anything, even only a sia 
flash, that is really excellent; but unde- 
served praise is always recognized of 
its recipient, and any insincerity the 
relation between the producer and 
actor is fatal. 


Suggestion is the producer's surest 
assistant, and it must be backed UP va 
sympathy, patience, and tolerate 
Suggest to an actor that a certain. fe 
might have more meaning if 8!¥ at 
such-and-such emphasis, suggest ue 
a certain movement will have M2?” 
effect made in such-and-such 4 ood 
Take the actor apart for half an ve) 
after the rehearsal, if necessary, ani nes 
through his part with him line by. for 
help him to imagine and feel 1 


himself. RH, WARD 


CO! 


All was 
himself, | 
Very brigt 

But th 
highly d: 
Covered, 
Quisite an 
left behin 
Proceeds 
that white 
Colourfulr 
Itis not ju 

© Writes : 
“One 

Which 1 

is this, 

Shining 

fierce a 


In the 
Suggested 
Consideral 
Pomp ani 
Mstance « 


take ti 
ever » 
Let it 
follow, 
World j 
War ha. 


We 
require 
War shy 
that th 
Profess 


Supplied f 

© writer 
Which, wh 
number o/ 
Some ple; 
Crimson, ¢ 
Sold, 


The oc 
ont of h 
Niversity. 
°f colourf 
Was a | 
Soundly f 
For ma’ 
4 Tesortin; 
ften char 
tremonie 
Y need 
Some ti 
tion pl 
demic 
Well be uti 
d, mos! 


: The abo 


tion of sla 


y 


r 25, 1937 


ae 


ING 


cal applica: 
2 important 
| as some 0 
nuntry have 
ir cause we 
ste some of 
idy, even 
sIved. 
cent oppor 
ntage might 
aganda. 
Pad We 
all's Which 
tain Mum- 
ifism are 4 
or can be 
y, and con- 
tion to our 


pride them- 
ly) on being 
| hesitate to 
iy of thesé 
s a part 0 
llow-citizens 
; is one Way 


ily educated 
cifist but We 
ired percent 
sts if we 4° 
of reading 
of rendering 
ints of this 


nchester 
yduced The 
z the recent 
is decided to 
dasis. 
were repre 
1 now hopes 
peace plays 
with other 
yers able 1 


. aw 
eae I | PR A em 


——— 


September 25, 1937 


The 
COLOURFULNESS 
of PEACE 


By KENNETH H. HUME 


THAT is a delightful incident by 

G. K. Chesterton—and one, more- 
Over, which lends itself to much appli- 
Cation—in which he describes how 
Once he set about making some draw- 
1ags upon brown paper. 


_All was going well—he had provided 
himself, he informs us, first with six 
Very bright-coloured chalks, 


But then he became aware of a 
Ighly disconcerting fact: he dis- 
COvered, indeed, that one “most ex- 
Qisite and essential chalk” had been 
‘eft behind—the white one. And he 
Proceeds to the significant assertion 
that whiteness possesses a very definite 
Colourfulness, that most emphatically 
Itis not just the absence of colour; and 
© writes: 


“One of the wise and awful truths 
which this brown-paper art reveals 
is this, that white is a colour; it is a 
Shining and affirmative thing, as 
fierce as red, as definite as black.” 


In the same way it may well be 
Suggested that an altogether inadequate 
Consideration is often given to the 
Pomp and pageantry of peace. An 


Iastance of what is meant might be 


Ler this generation 
take the greatest step forward 
ever made in the life of man. 
Let it contribute to those who 
follow, the inestimable gift of a 
World in which the barbarity of 
War has been for ever renounced. 


We can do it if we will. It 
requires only that all who hate 
War shall have the courage to say 
that they will not have war.— 
Professor Albert Einstein. 


Supplied from a little ceremony which 
€ writer chanced recently to be at—| ” 
Which, while not comprising any great | 
Number of persons, yet gave one’s eyes | | 
Some pleasant bits of colouring—of |’ 
ee of blue and white, of metallic] | 


The occasion was simply a confer- 
Ment of honorary degrees at a certain 
"Niversity. Nevertheless, it was a bit 
% colourful pomp and ceremony, and 

Was a bit of pomp and ceremony 
‘Oundly free from military lacings. 


For may it not be asked if too great 
a Tesorting to things military does not 

‘ten characterize the ornament of our 
Stremonies and commemorations? 
Why need this be? 


Some time ago one heard the sug- 
Stion put forward that what our 
ademic colourings provide might 
Yell be utilized in national ceremonial. 
Nd, most emphatically, why not? 


_ The abolition of war—like the aboli- 
®n of slavery—is a great and positive 
, Use. War often is the negation, and 
4ck, of brotherhood, of good life, of 
i tand Poetry, of prosperity and great 
mane of all the noble, enterprises of 


thet is a sheer lack of colour: it is 
F dull, drab, sombre, dispirited 
hh OWn-and-black, in contrast to which 
at stands,. let us be thankful, 
~"Tiously, that most “positive and 
‘sential colour which whiteness is— 
» also, indisputably, Peace. 


—. 


PEACE 


NEWS 


AN ATHEIST APPEALS FOR 


“Christian Tolerance ”’ 
Among Pacifists 


‘© WS pacifism a creed that will 
I stand by itself without help 
from, or association with, 

any other creed or beliefs?” 


I am convinced that most paci- 
fists would answer “Yes” to this 
question, and the fact that the 
Peace Pledge Union is not 
officially allied to any political or 
religious party is sufficient proof. 


Many pacifists, however, do try to 
couple two creeds. The politically 
minded associate pacifism with 
socialism and the religiously minded 
associate pacifism with Christianity. 
There have been articles on the 
synonymity of socialism and pacifism 
in PEACE NEWS recently; I should 
like to put my views on the religious 
associations. 


Tus linking together 
of pacifism and Christianity is to be 
deplored for two reasons, 

Firstly, if pacifism is worth the 
struggle we are making for it, it is 


| CONTRAST | 


SOME months ago a flag day was 

held at Harrogate. There was a 
good response—the collection ran into 
three figures—and it was a pleasure to 
see the happy faces of the collectors as 
they brought their boxes in to be 
emptied. 

One girl smiled when she told of a 
man who spat in the box instead of 
putting a coin in. I think she must 
have treated him as a man with sick- 
ness of the mind. 
F A perfect day 
ended with the 
| collectors taking 

their flags out of 
their dresses and 
jackets and selling 
them again, thus 
making up for a 
shortage of flags. 

* 

Recently a flag 
‘| day was held at 
Knaresborough— 
about three miles 


from Harrogate. 

But people averted their heads as 
they passed the collectors. Several said 
they had no change. 

Some who were asked to contribute 
spoke of “very unruly Basque 
children.” 

If we had to serve our unruly 
children by not feeding them and 
clothing them I think there would be 
many hungry and naked. 


B. BRADBURY 


“To visit a Hampshire home for refugee 
children from Spain is to find it difficult to 
realize how there can be any criticism of this 
help for children from another land,” said a 
recent Hanipshire Herald report of a visit to 
a Hampshire home for Spanish refugee 
children by the Alton group of the Peace 
Pledge Union, which added that “boys who 
have had to be sent away from other homes 
come to Fern Hill, Hawley, and, from the 
way they settle down there, it seems that the 
trouble with the children is really a matter of 
properly understanding them.” 


worth fighting for as an independent 
creed. Secondly, the association is 
definitely alienating the great number 
of pacifists who are atheists or 
agnostics. 


I will agree that the Christian 
who lives up to his beliefs is of 
necessity a pacifist—I could also 
say the same of atheists and 
agnostics, for our behaviour is 
governed by a code of ethics no 
less stringent and exacting. 

And on the whole we live up to our 
beliefs more sincerely. Among my 
acquaintances all who accept the desig- 
nation atheist are pacifists, while of the 
people who call themselves Christians 
very few are pacifists. This is not an 


isolated case, as anyone who attends 
meetings of peace societies must know. 


The proportion of atheists in such 
societies is usually much larger than 
the proportion of atheists among the 
whole population, and this for what is 
to us an obvious reason. Atheism pre- 
supposes an inquiring mind, a mind 
not to be swayed by mere rhetoric, not 
to accept things blindly, but a mind 
that can weigh and reason scientifically 
and unemotionally. 


¥ am not seeking converts. I, 
and most other atheists, believe in 
allowing a man to uphold whatever 
creed he chooses so long as it does 
not interfere with others. Para- 
doxically we believe in Christian 
tolerance—I wish I could say the 
same of some Christians! 


Recently I heard of a case where a 
sincere pacifist and atheist was invited 
to join a peace society. The people 
who invited her were not aware that 
she was an atheist and, I suppose, 
assumed her to be a Christian. 


One of the objects of this society 
was, I believe, to encourage Christ-like 
living. My friend could not join—the 
two creeds were to her incompatible, 
and the society lost one who would 
have been a useful member and an 
ardent worker—for pacifism. 


It was not the idea of Christ-like 
living that turned her away, but the 
aura of Christianity, which is to her 
what cannibalism is to a vegetarian. 


a) 

UHRISTIANS have no 
more right to link their religious beliefs 
with pacifism than have atheists, and 
they do a great deal of harm by push- 
ing this association too far. 


In the minds of many ordinary 
people pacifism is becoming to mean 
religious mania, because it is pushed 
too strongly from a religious aspect. 
Until it is freed from this association 
and its consequent stigma (though an 
undeserved one, I agree) people will 
never believe that it is a forceful, virile 
creed capable of existing by itself and 
not as a corollary of Christianity. 


I do not wish to offend Christians, 
but I appeal to them to keep their 
religion out of their pacifism—at least 
publicly. The Friends do so fairly 
successfully, and they are none the 
less sincere because of this. 


Pacifism which is worth anything is 
worth fighting for as a separate entity, 
depending for its existence on logic 
and reason, and independent of any 
religious associations. 

K. T. 


WHY | BECAME A PACIFIST 


FEW months after the end of the 

Great War I had to make a 
journey through Europe, and especially 
through France, England, and Ger- 
many, when I had an opportunity of 
the 
wrought in town and country, the 
physical and moral destruction inflicted 
on the inhabitants of those countries. 


observing, apart from havoc 


The innumerable young men who 
had lost one or more limbs, youngsters 
who but a few months previously were 
strong and vigorous and who, for the 
most part, were assuredly producing 
something for the common weal and 
for their fatherland, were rendered 
mere human shreds by the ambition 
and lack of understanding of inter- 
national capitalism, forced to subsist 
for the rest of their lives on the 
“charity” of those to whose fault, to 
whose misconception of patriotism 
they owed their unhappy lot. 

So much for the physical des- 
truction. But, bad as this was, 


the moral loss was infinitely 
worse. 


The spectacle presented by the 
relaxation of morals, the abandonment 
of good manners, the neglect of ethics 
in all these countries, amongst all who 


by 
a reader in 


Spain 


had taken part in the great conflict, 
was truly discouraging to anyone who 
felt a genuine love of humanity. 


One could not but reflect upon the 
countless years which must elapse 
before the extinction of hatred in- 
flamed by a war, whose sole result was 
the distribution of enormous dividends 
by the great trusts, the international 
firms, the armament manufacturers, 
regardless of the fact that the greater 
their profits the more lives were sacri- 
ficed for the benefit of a minority 
which personified selfishness and evil. 


And, when I had seen all I have set 
forth, I took a solemn vow that, for 
the rest of my life, I would strive for 
peace and for the dawn of an era in 
which only good will and brotherhood 
should reign in the great human 


family. 
MIGUEL PERIS. 


Please Order Your 


PEACE NEWS 
EARLY 


| 


10 
IMPERIALISM IN 
PALESTINE 
T FULLY appreciate ‘“M.E.D.’s” 


* desire to achieve unity in Palestine, 
even if that comes via the partitioning 
of the country, 


What I sought to make clear was 
that as long as the interests of im- 
perialism remained the basis of any 
settlement in Palestine, and those in- 
terests were associated with reliance on 
Jewish support, no agreed settlement 
would be forthcoming. 


It is not for me to say what interests 
or motives determined the decisions of 
the Commission of Inquiry; all I know 
is that their proposals involve the evils 
I have named, for which reason they 
are not in the least likely to be accepted 
by the Arabs, if, indeed, by the Jews. 
Events are proving that I am right. 


WILFRED WELLOCK. 


Church ‘and War 


The crux of the matter apparently 
is, should a pacifist abstain from 
church-going for the reason that the 
congregations or its ministers or both 
do not see eye to eye with the pacifist? 


Millions of worshippers who have 
not accepted pacifism are not insincere 
in their belief or professed belief, but 
have been, and still are, misled by the 
blind leaders of the blind. 


There are some exceptions. 


Why do they withhold truth from 
the people? 


The answer is to be found when we 
understand that the three systems 
under which we live and have our 
being, financial, political, and eccle- 
siastical, are so intertwined that one 
cannot exist without support from the 
other two. 


To put the matter bluntly, present- 
day Christendom has sanctified in 
Christ’s name the massacre of inno- 
cents and is prepared to do so again. 
The people of good intent have for 
centuries had dust thrown in their 
eyes. 


The churches so-called have lost (I 
believe for ever) their opportunities for 
good, and have become a hindrance, 
therefore an instrument for evil. 


F, F. CALVERT. 
112 Hainault Avenue, Westcliff-on-Sea. 


Cooperation 


Cooperation, like other things, 
begins at home, and we who preach 
cooperation must find some way of 
merging our efforts if they are to be 
really effective. 


Toward this end an effort was made 
recently to form a body of progressive 
Christian public opinion. It did not 
produce the desired result, but it 
brought together a few people who 
were keen on establishing a Christian 
socialist pacifist community or, better 
still, cooperation with those already 
in existence of which we, know. 


This, followed by the letter in 
PEACE NEWS of August 28, points 
pretty conclusively to the fact that this 
is the way to bring mankind to see 
reason, but I venture to predict that 
the final result will be according to the 
vision of the pioneers. 


Others may not agree with my 
vision, but orthodox Christianity is so 
bound up with capitalism that it is 
bound to die with it; but this doesn’t 
Matter. What is essential is that we all 
realize the urgency of the matter; that 
the speed of evolution is not good 
enough. Im any case this is different 
in different forms of life, and in 
reasoning man it is according to his 
willingness to sacrifice to achieve. 


HERBERT SHIPLEY. 
21 Eversley Road, Charlton, S.E.7. 


PEACE NEWS 


LETTERS 
to thee EDITOR 


THAT SCRAP-IRON PROBLEM 


S it not time PEACE NEWS ceased 

wasting space on arguments such as 
the old iron one. It is wasted space 
because it has resulted in the suggestion 
from “S.F.” (page five, issue dated 
September 11) being mooted as the real 
solution. 

Carried a step farther surely the sug- 
gestion is, let the P.P.U. buy war bonds 
and armament shares and use the 
profits for the peace cause. I claim 
the suggestion of “‘S.F.” is the same in 
principle as the League’s policy of 
war to end war! The disposal of old 
iron is surely a job the pacifist can do 
(according to his or her conscience) 
without writing letters to PEACE 
NEWS. 

Let those of us who have signed the 
pledge at least do a little thinking for 
ourselves. 

A. FOSTER. 
St. John’s C. of E. School, New South Road, 
Hoxton, N.1. 


Scouts 


Under the above heading, in your 
columns of September 1], ‘“W.” and 
Ralph Hetherington wrote apprecia- 
tively of the founder of the Scout 
movement. But even had they been 
able to say that Lord Baden-Powell 
had joined the P.P.U. or some other 
peace organization, the fact remains 
that the militarizing tendencies within 
and around it, which a number of out- 
side pacifists object to, are also 
causing a very considerable amount 
of grave concern within the Scout 
movement itself. 

A military man with considerable 
knowledge of the organization has 
said: “There are a score of things 
about the movement which naturally 
appeal to the boy. The military tinge 
about it is perhaps the most seductive.” 

It cannot be denied that the Scouts’ 
organization inclines the mind of some 
of its members in the direction of the 
army. Moreover, who can reasonably 
doubt that if and when this country 
should become again involved in war, 
the Scout movement will again be 
recruited and utilized in various ways 
by the military authorities? And the 
allocation to Scouts of activities which 
would otherwise be deputed to soldiers 
will mean, as previously, the releasing 
of men for the fighting lines. 


GRACE HAWKINS. 
4 Worsley Road, Hampstead, N.W.3. 


Sanctions 


This ‘‘sanctions” question worries a 
good many pacifists and I would like to 
ask Lord Ponsonby whether he would 
consider a complete boycott of an 
aggressor to be in accordance with 
pacifism. 

I myself was never convinced that 
sanctions would mean war, nor did 
they, although by the way they were 
apples they did little to hinder Musso- 
inl. 

J cannot see that pacifism means 
supplying an aggressor with the neces- 
sities of warfare, whether they are 
armaments or ordinary articles of com- 
merce, and we are all agreed it would 
be wrong to supply a defending nation 
with the means of resisting aggression. 


JOHN PURSAILL. 
Duston, Northampton. 


Surely the task of the pacifist is to remove 
the conditions which drive nations to embark 
on war. If we fail to do this we are partially 
to blame for the aggression; to impose 
“sanctions” as a punishment would therefore 
be hypocritical, while to do so as a means of 
escaping a share in the crime is to show a 
belated sense of responsibility at a time when 
its moral result would probably be nil—Ep. 


LIJERE is a practical pacifist solution 
*to the problem of what to do with 
scrap iron. Why not sell it to those agri- 
cultural implement makers who have 
their own foundries and who will 
guarantee that the metal shall find its 
way into ploughshares instead of 
shells? 
We know of one such who will 
gladly follow this course. 
GEORGE H. JONES, 
GEO. H. DIXON. 
Dringhoe Grange, Skipsea. 


Not So Hopeless 


I-saw the film Fire Over England 
myself some time ago and, in common 
with the rest of the audience, took the 
quoted passage quite seriously. I was 
serious, however, not because I agreed 
with the sentiment of the Spanish 
nobleman but because I saw the awful, 
literal truth of his words. “Without 
hate for our enemies, patriotism would 
go, war would cease.” True. “It 
would mean the end of everything.” 
True; the end of everything for which 
the militarist and the nationalist stand. 

What I thought I have no doubt 
some others, at least, thought. So 
perhaps our task is not shown to be so 
hopeless, after all. 

C. G. JERMEY. 
32 Lawrence Road, Tottenham, N. 


Germany 


It is difficult to reconcile the sus- 
picion and bitter tone of Isabel Ashby’s 
letter—in which she infers that Dr. 
Laurie is a tool of Herr Hitler—with 
the term “pacifist.” 

I do not know whether Dr. Laurie is 
a pacifist in the P.P.U. meaning of the 
word, but he is undoubtedly a peace- 
maker; and his steady and courageous 
efforts to explain the evolution of 
modern Germany have my _ deep 
admiration. 

The pacifist knows only too well that 
the ordinary press is not fair to paci- 
fism. The obituaries of General 
Crozier are an example of this. Can 
we then believe that we are given a 
fair and balanced picture of modern 
Germany? Remembering the press 
attitude toward Lenin in the days of 
Russia’s deepest distress I am very 
doubtful. 

All the more need then for men of 
Dr. Laurie’s type who work patiently 
to modify ill-informed public opinion. 
This is the sort of work that must pre- 
cede any closer cooperation between 
nations. 

MARGERY SOUTH. 
5 Apsley Crescent, Manningham Lane, 
Bradford, 


A Link 


Some of us have decided to start an 
association, to be called “The Link,” 
which will have members in Germany 
and England. The aim is to promote 
peace and good fellowship between the 
peoples of both countries, and the 
badge of the society is a map of Great 
Britain and a map of Germany con- 
nected by a link. 

The society takes no side in politics 
but is based on the belief that if the 
peoples of the countries are friends it 
becomes more difficult for govern- 
ments, who are always the guilty 
parties, to make war. 

The address of the English branch is 
Sentinel House, Southampton Row, 
London, W.C.1, and the subscription 
2s. 6d. Members will receive a badge 
and are advised to wear it when visiting 
Germany, where the idea of the society 
has been enthusiastically welcomed. 

A. P. LAURIE. 
38 Springfield Road, St. John’s Wood, 
N.W.8. 
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POLITICS AND 
RELICION 


JX asserting that it is just as con" 
sistent for a pacifist to be in the 
Labour Party as it is to be in religious 
bodies, John Calvert overlooks 1 
portant differences : — 

1. Church leaders cannot put into effect 
their non-pacifist policy in the way political 
leaders can and do when in power. There 
fore, in working in the Church, the evil com 
sequences which must attend support of 4 
non-pacifist party are absent. 

2. In seeking to strengthen the Church 4 
pacifist need never support the non-pacifls 
views of its leaders, but is free to win com 
verts to his own conception of the Christial 
ethic and thus help pacifism. 

3. A pacifist, at times, may have this free 
dom in working with a non-pacifist party: 
but at vital elections he is compelled to urge 
the electors, in most cases, to vote for candr 
dates who are committed to an armaments 
policy. He thus gives the electors strong 
grounds for concluding that that policy is not 
so dangerous after all. 

Moreover, the following evils af 
likely to result from a pacifist’s remalt 
ing in a non-pacifist part / 

1. By voting for a non-pacifist, the fact # 
his being a pacifist cannot be read in k 
election results. His vote is recorded as thet 
of a non-pacifist. - 

2. His pacifism will scarcely disturb 
leaders as long as they know that, at 
crucial moment, he will not only vote himsell 
for a non-pacifist, but will urge others to 
the same. ‘ 

Although I share Mr. Calverts 
desire for a socialistic system, I thiok 
he is mistaken in believing that thé 
Labour Party affords the speedies! 
means of achieving it. He who ptf? 
fesses to stand for the Brotherhood 0 
Man, yet could kill his brother, leavés 
me justifiably sceptical. 

Mr. Calvert is surely gravely inco® 
sistent when he says that socialism am 
pacifism are inseparable, whilst he ' 
willing to support a candidate who 
denies this and substitutes for pacifis™ 
the dangerous myth of collectiv 
security. 

The only way seems to me to b¢ 
through a pany voce advocates 
socialism and pacifism. 

PACUALICE UNDERHILE: 
30F Holyhead Road, Coventry. 


What Did It Mean? 


The following extract from a leadit§ 
article in the Sunday Times of 5¢ 
tember 12 would appear to speak 
itself, but not in exactly the way the 
writer of the article intended: “ThY¥ 
when the Amalgamated Engineet! 
Union said that it was ‘a crime © 
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support the Government’s arms policy; 
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One hears much of the need ie aq Pansic 
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affairs. Youth, however, is not a { With b 
of life, it is a state of mind; man Potency 
not grow old by merely living is their en 
number of years, but by deserting bi We see 
ideals and allowing fear and distrust 
gain ascendancy in his life. . We hay 
Surely such men as George Laps Way— i, > 
bury, H. R. L. Sheppard, Lord Por Way of + 
sonby, and others have the attributes A ero. fc 
youth in its finest sense, an enthusias jay), s, m 
belief in mankind and its ultimate 0%) | gp ed t 
lawry of war, and an_ indefatiga> the mu 
energy devoted to fructifying the 1¢¢ a On 
of peace. May youth continue to veo | € wa) 
for that ideal which will enable met 4 Jeqy..’OKe: 
live for a cause, instead of to kill 4! ig ee 
be killed for it. AVE ea tel MORGAN sttainly ‘ 
Bateman Road, Chingford, E.4- Se oo 
Sr ae rir 
Letters to the Editor should be as short e tous the 
possible and written on one side of the PAP oi | \ Mary w 
only. Owing to the pressure on space flash insin 
reserve the right to publish extracts mows 3 
letters. t 
Correspondents must send their na and. as SO} 
and addresses, though not necessarily ™ 4 to nor 
publication. Sentin 
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September 25, 1937 


Reginald Sorensen, M.P. 


AWAY 


BIG B 
BEN 


AN earnest young advocate of the 

Christian Pacifist 
‘onvention on Saturday last pleaded 
that if Hitler could bring the Nazi 
arty to triumph in a few short years 


then pacifists could do the same with 
eir own party. 


Party at the 


Unfortunately, it is easier to appeal 
10 the depths than the heights and to 
all in the soup than get out. Every 
ne of us is prone unconsciously to 
Obey the very processes of behaviour 
Which in their extension lead to war, 

Nd Hitler has succeeded in demon- 
Strating this, 


Politics, says the cynic, is a 
irty game. Even those of more 
Seherous spirit become critical 
of apparent compromises and 
CoWardice in politicians and, 
€coming impatient of spiritual 
Complications, incline most vali- 
antly to seek a new and finer 
Means of vindicating their faith. 


Our vision lies beyond the sorrowful 
Mpedimenta of the moment. “We 
See in Vision fair a time when evil shall 
Jave passed away,” and with splendid 
'mpulse we would make a great adven- 


ture, ready cheerfully to pay the incal- 
Culable cost. 


“Why not an Ideal Community?” 
Says Robert Owen. And down in 
ampshire a few bricks could tell a 
© of jealousy, conflict, and defeat 

fre Harmony Hall (his second 
®XPeriment) once stood as the tran- 
Story embodiment of his moral zeal. 


But he lacked something which we 
SSess, urge the disciples of fellow- 
Ship, and we will risk all in a sounder, 
Surer, More devoted endeavour. So 
aWay goes the little ship on its voyage 
r the Isles of the Blest. Good cheer 
ay God bless you, dear mariners. Or, 
descend to the vulgar, “That's the 
uff, my boys!” 


Maybe it is nothing so magnificent 
4S a fresh start and a new creation. 
aybe it is simply a new idea or the 
€Xpansion of an old one. In which 
- 4Se we must speak to the people and 
With blessed confidence in the 
Potency of their souls strive to direct 
their energies toward the truth—as 
We see it. 


We have enemies who stand in the 
Way—in our way andstherefore in the 
Y oof truth. They are blind, dan- 
‘Tous, menacing, and must not be 
Of Wed to pervert the pristine spirits 
the multitude. 

One way is to kill them, but this we 
leay Evokes a retributive assault and 
» is s Us impotent when the slaughter 

fait: No, we'll not kill men, but 
Shatitly we must slay error and the 

Pidity incarnate in those who do not 

Sur Truth. Oh yes, certainly. 


ton bus the politician resorts to his cus- 
fi.y'Y Weapons. Scorn and satire 
» INsinuations and invective fly as 
©Ws, emotional evasions and senti- 
an Dial Sophistries, elusive generalities 
to aocnorous platitudes thunder forth 
assenting applause. The skirmish is 


PEACE NEWS 


THE LEAGUE DISCUSSES 


China :: Spain :: Palestine 


THE two wars now in progress have 

been under consideration by the 
League Council and Assembly during 
the past few days. 

In the case of China, the problems 
involved have been referred to the 
Advisory Committee on Far Eastern 
Affairs (originally appointed in 1933) 
in the work of which the U.S.A. co- 
operates, although without the right to 
vote. A Washington report hinted that 
U.S. cooperation in the work of this 
committee might result in Chinese 
popular feeling, already “conceivably 
aroused” by the ban on arms ship- 
ments, being “not unfavourably im- 
pressed.” 

During the Council's deliberations 
on the subject of Spain, the New 
Zealand representative suggested a ple- 
biscite of Spaniards after the country 
had been put for a limited period 
under an “A” mandate régime. 

The Spanish Premier, Dr. 
Negrin, denounced foreign inter- 
vention, declaring that the Italian 
forces were about to be doubled 
in preparation for what they con- 
sidered must be the final blow. 
Dr. Negrin wanted the League to 


:: Economic Peace 


recognize the aggression, and to 
examine the means for putting an end 
to it; he also asked for his Government 
to have right of access to war 
materials, for withdrawal of non- 
Spanish combatants, and Spanish par- 
ticipation in Mediterranean security 
measures. 


PALESTINE PARTITION 


The League Council agreed that the 
British Government should continue its 
study of the Palestine problem “while 
concentrating on a solution involving 
partition.” 

As a footnote to all these troubles 
and a reminder of one of their 
causes comes Tlie 1.L.0. Year Book, 
which reminds the world that “social 
justice is one of the essential con- 
ditions for the establishment of 
peace.” Once again it is pointed out 
how “recovery” is in many cases due 
to the effects of “hurried rearma- 
ment.” 


Meanwhile the Economic Committee 
has been examining a memorandum on 
“Economic Appeasement” placed 
before it by the Economic Adviser to 
the Australian Government in London. 


(continued from page 2, column 1) 


Pacifist Convention 


raise the necessary morale in its people 
to attack us. 

Seconding, in an admirable address, 
Mary Gamble gave three reasons why 
the British Government shpuld intro- 
duce to a world conference a proposal 
of total disarmament.* 

The first was the practical reason 
that security is unattainable by so- 
called defensive armaments and air 
raid precautions. The second was the 
humanitarian — the convention res- 
ponded as at no other time to her plea 
that the colossal sum to be spent on 
arms should be spent on improving the 
lot of our own people. 

The third was the Christian. “What 
does it matter what our bishops 
say?” she asked. “As Christians 
dare we prepare for war?” 

“Do not judge other nations by their 
governments,” said Runham Brown, 
secretary of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, speaking to the resolution on 
conscription. It was easy for them 
there to register their opposition. But 


* Latest Official Moves:— 


On the initiative of the French government, 
which hoped it might be possible to make 
some progress with budgetary control and 
publicity, the Steering Committee of the 
League Assembly last week set up the 
Assembly's third committee, dealing with 
questions concerning arms reduction and 
limitation. 


In his instructions to U.S. diplomatic and ' 


consular representatives, Mr. Cordell Hull, 
Secretary of State, says: 

When and if a_ promising opportunity 
comes to bring about a halt in the armaments 
race by agreement I hope this Government 
will be able to share in the leadership of that 
move. 

T think maintenance of a most zealous and 
insistent emphasis upon economic questions 
may serve to bring nearer the day when the 
armaments race can be halted. 

(Mr. Eden’s offer—see “Pars for 


the Platform,” page 7.) 


over; the enemy has been severely 
battered. Advance! 


But who are these we have 
sought to vanquish and what is the 
banner they even more fiercely up- 
raise? They are, how strange, 
fellow human beings and they dare 
to vaunt our own _ inscription— 
“truth.” 


A politician once told me that he 
only recognized black and white. Yet 
the. day was grey and presently it 
became dusk. 


they were called upon to support those 
who had actually faced, and were 
facing, the reality of military conscrip- 
tion. 

Accordingly, the whole assem- 
bly rose to pay silent tribute to 
the 494 men in the different 
prisons of Europe, many of them 
unaware that anyone else in all 
the world shared their con- 
victions. 

Referring to the anxiety which men 
naturally felt for the welfare of their 
families if they refused to fight, Frank 
Hancock thought they ought to feel 
confident that the pacifist movement 
would see those in need through. But 
he urged that some practical step 
toward the creation of the necessary 
fund should be taken now. 

This resolution, too, was passed. 


ANOTHER CHALLENGE 


Another _ pacifist demonstration 
which will be in the nature of a direct 
challenge to the Labour Party will be 
held by the Parliamentary Pacifist 
Group in Bournemouth Town Hall on 
the evening of October 6—during the 
Labour Party conference. 

Speakers will be George Lans- 
bury, Lord Ponsonby, and Dr. 
Alfred Salter. Shilling tickets for 
reserved seats may be obtained from 
Miss M. J. Stay, 116 Castlemain 
Avenue, Bournemouth. 


INTERNATIONAL PAX PLAYERS 
ASSOCIATION 


The Central Group Players 


present 


‘MOLOCH’ 


(a play in 8 acts) 
by WINIFRED CARTER 


at FRED TALLANT HALL 
141 Drummond St., N.W.1 


(Stationa: Warren St., Euston & Euston Sq.) 
on 


Thursday, Oct. 7, at 8 p.m. 


(Joore open 7.30) 


TICKETS :—1/- & 2/- (inc. tax) from Mrs. 
E. Eunice Horner, 48 Arlington St.. N.1. 
Members of the Group, and at the Hall. 
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Platform Pars 
(Concluded frem page 7. coltsmmn 1) 
Two Notable Views 


THE following extracts from letters 
to The Times on this subject are 
worthy of note :— 


While there is yet time let us repair some 
of the mistakes of the dictated Peace Treaties 
and revise our post-War attitude. Then an 
enlarged League (with an amended Covenant) 
trusting more to the methods of conference 
than of coercion will carry us on for some 
time to the next epoch, when a sobered world 
may be ready to consider a further pro- 
gressive stage in world government—namely, 
a central authority at Geneva to which 
League members delegate certain of their 
sovereign righti—LORD ASTOR, Septem- 
ber 15. 


The moral seems to be that in choosing a 
form for international cooperation—if that 
is what we are aiming at—cooperative fight- 
ing should be rigidly avoided. Of all the 
media for a project of cooperation this is the 
very worst that could be chosen. And for 
two main reasons: first, because any compact 
framed in that medium is certain to break 
down when fulfilment is called for; and, 
second, because, being cooperation in the 
devil's business, it will effectually prevent co- 
operation in the business of any other deity. 
—Dr. L. P. JACKS, September 16. 


War Means Fascism 


OLLOWING are further indications 
of what “wars and rumours of 
wars” mean in these days. 

More thoughtful Americans, and there are 
many of them these days, fear that war con- 
ditions abroad would mean enforced cen- 
tralized control from Washington, such as 
never has been seen before.—Observer, Sep- 
tember 12. 


By its decision to conduct a systematic 
census of all workers employed in the ‘key 
war industries,” the Ministry of Labour has 
clearly revealed a further step in the progress 
of the National Government toward indus- 
trial conscription. 


Exact details of the occupation followed 
by each employee are required to be filled in 
on special cards. Each card will bear a code 
number and will be handled by the Labour 
Exchanges. Neither employees nor employers 
will know the key to the code.—Daily 
Worker, September 15. 


A census of the inhabitants of streets in 
London and the main provincial towns is to 
be carried out by the Air Raid Precautions 
Department to facilitate the distribution of 
gas masks in case of war. Once completed, 
the census will be kept up to date from time 
to time.—Morning Post, September 14. 


Defence? 


E’ROM the Manchester Guardian's 
report, September 21, of Berlin's 
air-raid drill: 

Experts agree that in the case of real war 
the enemy aircraft would have completely 
wrecked the whole Government district. But 
they also agree that they would scarcely ever 
have got as far as they did, flying unprotected 
by fighters at the low altitude of 600 feet in 
broad daylight. Many of them, as a matter 
of fact, were beaten off outside the city by 
the anti-aircraft artillery and by single-seater 
fighters. The population received a good 
mark from the authorities, who expressed 
themselves satisfied with its behaviour. 

So what? 


LATE NEWS 


If you have difficulty 
in getting PEACE NEWS 


(or if your newsagent is 
unable to deliver it by 


Saturday morning) 
send a card at once to 


59 Waterfall Rd., London, N.11 


a I 


(in full). 
Organizers (including address). 


Owing to heavy pressure on space, only public 
meetings or meetings with special speakers (i.e. 
NOT regular, or branch meetings, unless addressed 


Please send FULL Particulars 


of your meetings, as follows: Date. 
Particulars (speaker(s) and subject). 


Time. Place 


by an important public speaker) can be inserted in 


the ‘* Diary of the Week.”’ 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS : 


14d. per word, minimum 2s. 
Box number 6d. extra 


Latest Time for Copy, Tuesday Morning 


APARTMENTS 


EVERY HOME COMFORT, one 
minute sea. Good cooking. Moderate 
terms.—9 Sudeley Place, Kemp Town, 
Brighton. 


FURNISHED ROOM offered to 
gentlewoman in exchange morning 
housework in Central London maison- 
ette. References essential. — Box 
D.46, PEACE NEWS, 59 Waterfall 
Road, London, N.11. 


HOME COMFORTS offered to re- 
tired gentlemen. Moderate terms.—9 
Sudeley Place, Kemp Town, Brighton. 


BOOKS 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION Lib- 
rary: This is to remind you that there 
is a library of pacifist books at P.P.U. 
Headquarters. Catalogue and borrow- 
ing conditions on application to the 
Librarian, Peace Pledge Union, 96 
Regent Street, London, W.1. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 

HERBAL COMPOUND Tablets for 
stomach, liver, kidneys, and blood 
(genuine). Month’s supply for 1s. 3d. 
—Health Centre, Poulton Street, Fleet- 
wood, Lancs. 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health 
practitioner, osteopath, bonesetter, 
treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods; particularly success- 
ful with nerve and digestive cases. 
Consultations by appointment. 1 Ash- 
ley Place, S.W.1 (near Victoria 
Station). Victoria 0131. Residential 
telephone, Weald (Kent) 53. 


" ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c., from 
3 to 100 guineas. Battley Brothers 
Ltd., Printers and Publishers, The 
Queensgate Press, Clapham Park, 
S.W.4. 


LITERATURE 
“VICIOUS CIRCLE,” “Fake 
Letter,’ &c. Powerful pacifist pam- 
phlets. Send for samples now. F. 
Boor, Friendleigh, Disley, Cheshire. 


MEETINGS 


“SI VIS PACEM PARA PACEM” 
“LIBERTY AND FRATERNITY” 
“ACTA NON VERBA” 


Addresses given on above subjects! 


Sundays, 1! a.m., Lindsey Hall, Not- 
ting Hill Gate. All welcome. 


September 19. Rev. Will Hayes: 
“The First Step to Peace.” 


PERSONAL 


PRETENSIONS TO INTELLEC- 
TUALITY: Plato to Aldous Huxley, 
wishes to correspond with anyone of 
similar pretensions, preferably female, 
preferably Scottish —Box D.45, 
PEACE NEWS, 59 Waterfall Road, 
London, N.11. 


TYPEWRITING 


ACCURATE TYPEWRITING. 
Strictly confidential. Authors’ MSS. 
a speciality. Moderate terms on appli- 
cation—John R. Ensor, 4 Zig-zag 
Road, Liverpool 12. 

THE SOUTH LONDON TYPE- 
WRITING BUREAU (Mabel L. 
Eyles), 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, 
§.E.24. Telephone Brixton 2863. Du- 
plicating, typewriting, private short- 


hand lessons, speed practice, &c. 
Prices on application. 
TYPING FOR “PEACE.”  Jean’s 


Typing and Duplicating Office are 
waiting for any jobs you may have— 
large or small. Speed, efficiency, and 
low charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 
7 Broad Street Station, Liverpool 
Street, E.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 


COTSWOLDS. In the “Valley of 
Peace.” Food Reform. (vegetarian) 
Guest House. Old world charm: log 
fires: house car: 24 guineas (except 
August). Manager an ex-“C.0.” 
“Fortune’s Well,” Sheepscombe, near 
Stroud, Gloucester. 


DELIGHTFUL 16th CENTURY 
FARMHOUSE in Sussex is open as 
a guest-house to those desiring restful 
and health-giving holidays. Suitable 
for conferences or retreats. Profits 
are used to provide holidays for 
London slum-dwellers. 

Write to Mrs. J. A. Corke, Mickle- 
page Farm, Nuthurst, near Horsham, 
Sussex. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS.—Vegetarian 
Food Reform Guest House. Alt. 600ft. 
For happy holiday or restful recupera- 
tion. Increased accommodation. Cen- 
tral heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, near Matlock. Tel.: 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate 
(L.M.S.) 


DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE. The 
Misses Philpott, Country Guest House, 
The Borough, Downton, Wiltshire. A 
roomy house on the banks of the river 
Avon, standing in a pleasant garden. 
Terms moderate. 


LATE SUMMER HOLIDAYS at 
winter terms. Devon and Cornish 
Coasts. 


The best districts for autumn holi- 
days. Two delightful Guest Houses in 
own beautiful grounds. Good sea 
bathing, excursions, &c. Comfortable, 
highly recommended. “Corisande,” 
Newquay, Cornwall. ‘Fairfield,’ Daw- 
lish, S. Devon. Free _ illustrated 
brochure 37.—Douglas Bishop, Sea- 
side and Country Guest Houses Ltd., 
“Fairfield,” Dawlish, 


Please send names and addresses of anyone who might be interested 
to receive specimen copies of PEACE NEWS to the publishing office, 
59 Waterfall Road, London, N.11. 


Peace Nets 


September 25, 1937 


September 


25 (Sat.) 3.30 p.m. Sutton’s Hall, 

DARTFORD; West Kent County 
Conference; John Barclay and 
others; P.P.U. 
3.30 p.m. Cathays Park, CAR- 
DIFF; united peace demonstra- 
tion addressed by Councillor E. 
Allan Robson, Rev. Ceulanydd E. 
Jones, Mrs. Ruby Davies, Rev. 
Leon Atkin and Mr. Len Jefferies. 
6.10 p.m. Burford Hall, Fox Lane, 
PALMERS GREEN; _Inter- 
national social; addresses by the 
Rev. B. C. Hopson and an Indian 
speaker; F.o.R. 

26 (Sun.) 3 and 6.15 p.m. Friends’ 
Meeting House, Eden Street, 
KINGSTON - ON - THAMES; 
Autumn Rally to be addressed by 
Lord Ponsonby and_ another 
P.P.U. speaker; Kingston Adult 
School}, 

8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
DORKING; public meeting; 
Capt. Philip Mumford on “Paci- 
fism in Wartime”; P.P.U. 

8 p.m. Oakfield Baptist Church, 
Ashton Lane, SALE; Canon 
Stuart Morris and Douglas J. J. 
Owen at open-air meeting; P.P.U. 
8.15 p.m. Friends’ Hall, Green- 
leaf Road, WALTHAMSTOW; 


Councillor Redhead at _ public 
meeting; Friends’ Hall Peace 
Group. 


27 (Mon.)*7 p.m. Temperance Hotel, 
DORKING; open meeting; Mr. 
C. J. Garnsworthy on “Labour's 
Peace Policy”; Labour Party. 
7.45 p.m. Town Exchange, ELY; 
Dr. H. R. L. Sheppard, Canon 
Raven, and Dr. Alex Wood at 
public meeting; P.P.U. 
8 p.m. Granville Hall, Granville 
Road, FINCHLEY;; John Barclay 
at inaugural meeting; all members 
invited; P.P.U. 

28 (Tues.) 7.45 p.m. Queen’s Hall, 


WIGAN; public meeting; Dr. 
H. R. L. Sheppard and *other 
speakers; subject: “A Living 


Peace Message for the Times”; 
Christian Pacifist Group. 
8 p.m. Latchmere Baths, Latch- 
mere Road, BATTERSEA; Nigel 
Spottiswoode at inaugural meet- 
ing; P.P.U. 
8 p.m, Victoria Hall, SOUTH- 
END; Canon Stuart Morris and 
John Barclay at public meeting; 
P.P.U. 

29 (Wed.) 7.30 p.m. Victoria Hall, 
SALISBURY; Canon — Stuart 
Morris, Dr. A. Herbert Gray, and 


YOU can help PEACE NEWS if you... 
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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man) at public meeting; F.o.R. 
8 p.m. Baptist Church, SLOUGH; 
John Barclay on “The Next Step + 
public meeting; P.P.U. F 
8 p.m. Martineau Hall, DORK- 
ING; mass meeting; “The Way 0 
Peace” viewed from many aspects; 
speakers include Gerald Bailey; 
Nigel Spottiswoode, and William 
Paul; P.P.U. 

8 p.m. Wild Court, KINGSWAY: 
W.C.2; open-air meeting; Method- 
ist Peace Fellowship. 

30 (Thurs.) 1.10-—2 p.m. 13 Patel 
noster Row, LONDON, E.C4 
Fred Messer on “Pacifism and 
Politics”; City P.P.U. group. 
5.30 p.m. onwards, 13 Paternoste! 
Row, LONDON, E.C.4; “First 
hand impressions of Germany’ by 
group members; tea obtainable, 
P.P.U. : 
8 p.m. Granville Hall, Granville 
Road, FINCHLEY; public meet 
ing; Mr. Malcolm Smith 08 
“Colonies”; F.o.R. 3 
8 p.m. Music Hall, ABERDEEN: 
Dr. H. R. L. Sheppard and Capt. 
Philip S. Mumford at public meer 
ing; P.P.U. 

October - 

1 (Fri.) 7.45 p.m. Hemsby, World's 
End Lane, CHELSFIELD; Job® 


Barclay at semi-public meeti0& 
P.P.U. 


8 p.m. Town Hall, BANBURY: ~ 


Canon S. D. Morris and Laurenc 
Housman; P.P.U. , 

2 (Sat.) 3 pm. United Service, Sh 
Martin-in-the-Fields, LONDON; 
preacher: Canon Raven; London 
Regional Federation of the L.N.U: 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. WORCESTE# 
PARK, Surrey; poster paragy 
(Volunteers, write E. A. Ffitch, 
Bridgewood Road, Worcest 
Park.) a 
8 p.m. Livingstone Hall, Broa 
way, WESTMINSTER; meectitB 
to celebrate Mahatma Gandhi 
birthday; Mr. Laurence Housm . 
(chairman), Dr. Alex Wood, Pe! 
Harold Mann, and_ Ino 
speakers; Friends of India. 


THAT “DEFENSIVE” SWORD 


“They that take the sword sh 35 
perish with the sword .. .” it bole 
this defensive sword which Jes 
condemned. ving 
This is the wording on a_ strikiD 
picture poster just published by,’ ee 
Friends’ Peace Literature Commit 
Friends House, Euston Road, Lond 


Mr. Laurence Housman (chair-|N.W.1. 
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(Newsagent's name) 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS to me weekly. 


as from issue dated 


Note to Newsagent.—PEACE NEWS is published weekly as 4 
national newspaper at the retail price of 2d. 
wholesaler at the usual rates from the Publishers, at 59 Waterfall 
Road, London, N.11 (Tel: Enterprise 1888). 


It is obtainable by your 
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